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MAGATINE OF CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIVING 


“Morning glory” 


iis KING OF JUDAH, could be reasonably cer- 
tain as to the outcome of his proposed invasion of 
Edom. His own well-trained army of 300 thousand, 
plus the 100 thousand professionals he had hired 
from Israel, would give any military leader con- 
fidence." 

But then God sent an unnamed “man of God” 
to give Amaziah a message. 

God was displeased, he said, at Amaziah’s alli- 
ance with Israel, that wicked nation which had shed 
God as a garment. Therefore God commanded 
King Amaziah to dismiss the hired Israeli profes- 
sionals. Of course, the King could choose to dis- 
obey God and maintain the alliance. The man of 
God readily admitted this. 

“Be strong,” he warned, “God will make thee 
fall.” 

God is your support or you fall. God alone is 
able to keep you from falling. Jesus Christ would 
one day put it this way, “Without me you can do 
nothing.” When God withdrew physical support 
from King Asa, he died. When God withdrew men- 
tal support from King Nebuchadnezzar, he became 
insane. 

“God hath power to help [the obedient] and to 
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the Search 


By ROBERT COOTE 


iF THE LAST FEW DAYS I have questioned several 


fellows in the dorm. I thought that they could help 
me in my search for a sensible faith in God—sen- 
sible in the sense of logical as far as observed facts 
and human experience can determine. They gave 
interesting answers to my query, “To you, what is 
faith (in relationship to God) as it applies to your 
life?” 

A twenty-eight year old veteran related this war 
experience which gave him faith in God. He was 
one of 135 men on a small navy craft caught in the 
northwest Pacific typhoon of August, 1945. The 
Violence was terrifying as it gradually tore the ship 
apart. Death called him through the screams and 
moans of the wind. He knew fear as never before. 
“0 God, save me,” he prayed. Somehow the ship 
remained afloat until the storm spent itself. He has 
prayed to God for guidance ever since and believes 

gives it. 

This way to faith might have sounded sensible if 
lhadn’t chanced upon the story of another typhoon 
that occurred in the same area less than a year be- 
fore. Readers’ Digest (March, 1952) tells of the 
Third Fleet’s disaster in the great typhoon of De- 
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cember, 1944. Listen the last moments of the de- 
stroyer Monaghan: 

“About eight bells the wind pushes Mona- 
ghan far on her starboard side. She struggles 
to rise again—and makes it, but sluggishly. 
In the afterdeck house forty or fifty men 
cling to stanchions and pray: ‘Bring it back, 
oh, God! Bring it back!’ Slowly the ship re- 
covers. But the lights go out; again the deep 
roll to starboard, again and again she strug- 
gles back, shudderingly, from disaster. 








“Finally the wind brutalizes her; heavily 
Monaghan rolls to starboard—30, 40, 60, 70 
degrees—tiredly she settles down flat on her 
side to die amid a welter of white waters and 
the screaming Valkyries of the storm. Eight- 
een officers and 238 men go with her.” 

Instead of the forty or fifty praying men gaining 
faith, 256 men lose their lives. Knowing this I’m 
afraid I couldn’t found my faith on the one ex- 
perience of my veteran friend. An outstanding ex- 
perience like his may fit in somewhere, but in itself 
it isn’t enough to produce a concrete faith. 

Two sophomore students independently told me 
that they believed God would help those who helped 
themselves. We often hear this adage, and it does 
sound quite sensible. 

Nevertheless, I. cannot help but wonder what a 
survey of the success of atheists and agnostics 
would show. How many have fared just as well as 
my two classmates hope to, and with no confidence 
in God? And how about the many God-fearing and 
hard working people of this world who in our judg- 
ment live almost miserably? (If their goal, for 
which they expect God’s help, is to gain peace of 
mind regardless of “pieces of gold,” then the im- 
pliéation of this sentence would not be justified. 
It is assumed that the goal of those who believe 
“God helps those . . .” is as much materialistic as 
anything else in the majority of cases.) Perhaps 
the adage should read, “Some men work and some 
men don’t; either may gain, but many won't.” If 
I’m going to know a vital faith, it will have to be 
based on provable claims. I seriously doubt that 
evidence would verify the belief of my two friends. 

A great many history students have the concep- 
tion that faith is some mystical superstition. It 
seems quite natural to me that people whose only 
knowledge of faith is through the History of Civili- 
zation course offered at Michigan State should think 
this way. The study of the Middle Ages and the 
Reformation tends to give the impression that faith 
is a sum of superstitious beliefs suited only for 
ignorant peasants. 

I can’t go along with this completely. Faith held 


FROM PETER MARSHALL'S PRAYERS: 

When we find it hard to be humble and hard 
to forgive, O Lord, remind us how much harder 
it was to hang on the cross. 
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by ignorant people need not be superstitious if j 
develops from personal experience with the objec 
in which faith is placed, be the object God or man 
(Obviously I would insist that the personal experi 
ence be more convincing than that of the veteran.) 

Let’s take an example: An individual of som 
backward tribe in Africa sees the physical ailment: 
of his fellows cured by the white man’s medicine 
He submits himself to the amazing treatment an¢ 
care of a medical doctor, and the doctor cures hin 
of some disease. Although he does not understan¢ 
the use of vaccines and the methods of the doctor 
because of his convincing personal experience, hi: 
confidence in him is quite sensible and certainly i 
not comparable to superstitious beliefs in nativ 
witchcraft or the like. 

The faith of an ignorant person, then, may be 
quite sensible. On the other hand, I agree that ther 
is much superstition throughout the world. I in 
clude our continent, for one is inclined to think 
some of the faiths of our own culture are little more 
than superstition. Many people, when asked why 
they believe something pertaining to their faith, 
can offer only a shrug of ignorance. “I just know, 
that’s all. I just have the feelings.” Feelings are 
not always reliable; people have been known te 
have cancer for months before discovering it. They 
assume their health is good because they are “feel 
ing fine.” They are stunned when told the truth 
For my faith I’ve got to have more than feeling to 
go on. 

You can see now that my conversations did more 
to show me what sensible faith is not, rather than 
what it is. Faith is not sensible when based on an 
unconvincing isolated experience. Neither does an 
appealing theory make a sensible faith if human 
experience denies the theory. Lastly, superstition 
is not a sensible faith, nor is “feeling” a reliable 
foundation for sensible faith. Sensible faith mus 
be soundly based. 

I believe that there is a faith in God which is 
sensible, humanly speaking, because it is based on 
foundations similar to those of a sound human te 
lationship (involving one person’s confidence in an: 
other). With this in mind, let us analyze a human 
relationship for its basis of confidence; then test 
my faith in God for the same basis. Suppose that 
you have a sprained ankle which is causing unusual 
swelling weeks after your mishap. You want to 
locate a doctor who has had experience in success 
fully treating cases showing similar symptoms. In 
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other words, you want to have confidence in some- 
one who can meet your particular need. A friend 
suggests a vascular specialist. Now on what will you 
base your confidence? 

Basis number one directly concerns the doctor. 
In his waiting room you notice his doctor’s certifi- 
cate on the wall. This is your assurance that he 
has had the necessary training at college and medi- 
cal school and as an intern to know more than just 
a little about what can go wrong with the body 
and how its ailments are corrected. Other certifi- 
cates and the sign on the door tell you that he is a 
specialist in vascular problems, which may be your 
trouble. As he examines you and talks with you. 
you become convinced that he knows what your 
trouble is and how to correct it. He tells of similar 
cases he has treated. The number one basis for your 
confidence, then, is the doctor’s personal experience 
in dealing with problems such as yours. 

A second basis for your confidence is the recom- 
mendations of others. Some of your acquaintances 
have had similar troubles which this doctor has 
been able to cure. We can say that the experience 
of others is basis number two. 

The final step that gives you confidence in the 
doctor is the committing of yourself to his care. 
You put yourself in his hands and he applies his 
cure. Your faith in him is established with finality 
as you see the progress of the cure. This is the 
third basis for your confidence — your personal 
experience. 

Now as I analyze my faith in God which centers 
around Jesus Christ, | am convinced it is sensible 
in that it is based upon the foundations just stated. 
Before I attempt to illustrate this, however, it 
would be well to answer the following basic ques- 
tions: Why have a faith in God at all? What goal 
do I think He can help me again? Do I have a lack 
that He might fill? Just what can He do for me? 

Well, I don’t know about you, but more than 
anything else | want to live a complete and happy 
life. My goal isn’t to be a husband, a farmer, or 
a president of a corporation, but to be a happy 
husband, a happy farmer, or a happy corporation 
president. (In speaking of a “happy” life, I do 
not mean to imply that there will be no crises, no 
losses, no disappointments. What I have in mind 
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is basic happiness which is more or less independ- 
ent of external circumstances. Basic happiness 
would prevent blows from shattering me, disap- 
pointments from causing despair.) I want a full. 
purposeful, and contented life. If my faith in Jesus 
Christ is going to help me realize this goal, He 
must have the answer for human frustrations, for 
the sorrow and tragedies which often unbalance our 
fellowmen, and for fear, whether of war, of job- 
lessness, or of death. He must have the answer to 
any problem which would limit my happiness. That 
is asking a lot, but I think we shall see that He 
meets the requirements. 

First of all, how complete is His personal ex- 
perience with these human problems? Let’s look 
first at His certificates and the sign on the door.’ 
His certificates claim Him to be God (Matthew 
1:23; John 14:9). (Other portions complete the 
God-man teaching by explaining that God in Christ 
became a man—submitted Himself to the confines 
of a human body in order to better reach His crea- 
tures. This humbling of Himself to the limitations 
of man necessitated that setting aside of His divine 
prerogatives—though not His essential deity. Un- 
like other men, He lived in perfect harmony with 
God the Father, and it is to the Father that He con- 
stantly credits His amazing abilities and teach- 
As the Almighty Designer, He certainly 
ought to be able to deal with any problems of His 
creatures (which, according to Him, result from 
the human inclination to love the big “I” instead of 
the Creator). This ability of a designer was nicely 
illustrated in a recent clipping in the Michigan 
State News. A government scientist had designed 
a very effective and unique water mine. Somehow 
it turned up in Korea in Communist hands — the 
wrong hands. What was designed for our advan- 
tage was now turned against us. The military fran- 
tically called upon the government scientist for a 
solution. And sure enough, the designer invented 
a device to neutralize his mine. The designer was 
able to correct the situation because he knew his 
product too well to be stumped. Such complete 
knowledge of man Christ claims for Himself. As 
for the sign on the door, Christ makes this claim: 
I’m a specialist in every field. I guarantee to meet 
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What is missing in modern Communism that makes 
even its theory and ideal 


different from original Christianity? 
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APOSTOLIC CHURCH 


By PAULINE C. BORMANN 


Iso ALL WHO BELIEVED were together and had all 
things in common; and they sold their possessions 
and goods and distributed them to all, as any had 
need... . Now the company of those who believed 
were of one heart and-soul, and no one said that 
any of the things which he possessed was his own, 
but they had everything in common. . . . There was 
not a needy person among them, for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made to 
each as any had need” (Acts 2:44, 45; 4:32, 34-36, 
RSV), 

These verses make uneasy reading for many 
Christians, and it is not much help to find in the 
following chapter that the whole thing was volun- 
tary, not compulsory. The fact remains that it was 
done by “all who believed” and “no one” called 
anything his own. If we believe at all that the Holy 
Spirit guided the first crucial steps of the Apostolic 
Church, then we must admit that here is an instance 
of His guidance, especially in view of the way in 
which the procedure was accredited, by the sudden 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, recorded in the 
next chapter. 

What are we to conclude? Is communism a 
Christian ideal? Are Christians who hold prop- 
erty not so consecrated as those early Christians? 
Many devoted souls have believed just this and have 
acted on their belief, from the founders of the ear- 
liest monasteries down to the Shakers and other 
comparatively recent Christian communal experi- 
menters. Others, who have not gone so far as to 
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apply the idea to their own possessions, have yet 
been haunted with the thought that perhaps modern 
Communism is, at least theoretically and ideally, 
closer to original Christianity than is modern cap- 
italistic society. 

These questions are too important to shrug off 
with the cynical thought that initial enthusiasm of 
devotion must necessarily cool off later before the 
hard, cold facts of life. It is more intelligent to 
find out what Christ taught on the subject, whether 
the Apostolic Church practiced communism gener- 
ally, and if there were any temporary, local reason 
for the communal arrangement in Jerusalem at that 
time. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was not against private 
ownership of property. Although His immediate 
disciples were men who had “forsaken all,” He did 
not ask this of all His friends. For example, Luke 
19 records the story of the wealthy chief tax col- 
lector, Zacchaeus. When he said, “Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor,” Jesus did 
not reply, “If thou wouldst be perfect, give the 
other half also” (Luke 19:1-10). Many of Jesus’ 
parables make spiritual application of capitalistic 
practices, with no implied disapproval—for exam- 
ple, the parable of the pounds in this same chapter, 
which contains the following truly capitalistic re- 
proof: “Why then did you not put my money into 
the bank, and at my coming I should have collected 
it with interest?” Furthermore, in John 11 and 12 
we read of that suburban home in Bethany which 
Jesus loved so much, where Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus lived in at least private comfort if not con- 








siderable wealth. But, although He had no closer 
friends, Jesus never required this family to give up 
its property. 

The Apostolic Church recognized the right of 
private ownership of property. We see this unmis- 
takably in what Peter said to Ananias (in Acts 
5:4): While your property “remained unsold, did 
it not remain your own? And after it was sold, 
‘was it not at your disposal?” The sin was plainly 
said to be in the hypocritical lie the couple told, 
not in what they did with their money. 

As it is generally conceded that motive and spirit 
are of even more basic importance than actual 
practices, it will not be time lost to make a com- 
parison between the spirit of the Apostolic Chris- 
tians and that of modern Communists. Among the 
Christians the action was initiated by the “haves” 
toward the “have nots.” The rich Christians loved 
the poor Christians and shared their all with them. 
In modern Communism the initiative is from the 
other side, and the spirit is in contrast. The Com- 
munist poor hate the rich, and seize all from them. 
In the case of the early Christians all were united 
in spirit, “of one heart and soul.” They said in 
effect, “What is mine is yours” (Acts 4:32). But 
the Communists divide society, class against class, 
and say in effect, the opposite: “What is yours 
is mine.” 

How much of this sharing became permanent and 
universal in the Apostolic Church? We have evi- 
dence that Christian care of the needy continued. 
Some years later, after the conversion of Paul, we 
read (in Acts 11:29-30): “The disciples [in An- 
tioch] determined, everyone according to his abil- 
ity, to send relief to the brethren who lived in 
Judea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by 
the hand of Barnabas and Saul.” About twenty 
years later, when Paul wrote to the Christians in 
Corinth, we find him referring to collections of re- 
lief money as follows: “Now concerning the con- 
tribution for the saints: as I directed the churches 
of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day 
of every week, each of you is to put something 
aside and save, as he may prosper, so that contri- 
butions need not be made when I come” (I Cor- 
inthians 16:1-2). A little later he wrote. “We want 
you to know, brethren, about the grace of God 
which has been shown in the churches of Macedonia, 
for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of 
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in 
a wealth of liberality on their part. For they gave 
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according to their means, as I can testify, and be. 
yond their means, of their own free will... taking 
part in the relief of the saints. . . . Now see that 
you excel in this gracious work also” (II Corin. 


thians 8:1-4). 

To a varying degree this sharing spirit has per. 
sisted in the church ever since, as we know. Such 
institutions as hospitals and homes for orphans and 
for the aged are expressions of it. And deacons 
still administer unobtrusively to needy members in 
countless congregations, following the example of 
Stephen, Philip, and the other deacons in the first 
Jerusalem church. 


But never again in all the rest of the New Testa- 
ment do we hear any more of communal living 
among Christians. Clearly, this Jerusalem instance 
was unique. It was never intended to be a pattern; 
it was an exception. Then it must have been 
prompted by an exceptional situation. It was. The 
Jerusalem Christians undoubtedly did not realize 
at the time the power of the opposition that was 
gathering, but their heavenly Father knew. Ste- 
phen’s death was the signal for the outbreak of it. 
We read that on that day (of Stephen’s martyrdom) 
a great persecution arose against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout 
the region of Judea and Samaria, except the apos- 
tles, and Saul laid waste the church, and entering 
house ‘after house, he dragged off men and women 
and committed them to prison (Acts 8:1, 3). He 
didn’t stop at that; he says of those days, “I per- 
secuted this Way to the death” (Acts 22:4). Now 
note what was written some years later to the “He: 
brew” (that is, Judean) Christians. The comment 
probably refers to this first persecution in Jerusa- 
lem: “Recall the former days when, after you were 
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with suf- 
ferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to abuse 
and affliction, and sametimes being partners with 
those so treated. For you had compassion on the 
prisoners, and you joyfully accepted the plunder- 
ing of your property, since you knew that you your: 
selves had a better possession, and an abiding one” 


(Hebrews 10:32-34). 


From these two passages it is evident that those 
who did not early sell their property lost it a short 
time later by confiscation. Those who had liqui- 
dated their assets in time had provided the apostles 
with the pool of cash that enabled the whole group 
of Christians to make their escape out of Jerusalem. 
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God was watching over the infant church and would 
no more have allowed it to be exterminated at the 
start than He would have allowed Herod to do away 
with the baby Jesus. In both cases the mysterious 
guiding of the Holy Spirit prompted action that 
provided the wherewithal for flight out of danger. 
In both cases the action was most exceptional, and 
absolutely inexplicable, except on one basis: the 
reality of the great Power, above all human power, 
and beyond all human knowledge, moving mys- 
teriously and invisibly in human history to accom- 
plish His own purposes for men, through men, and 
in spite of men (Acts 4:27-28). 

But although God will surely accomplish His 
ereat purposes in the world in spite of the activities 
of His enemies (and also, too often, in spite of the 
selfish complacency of His friends), who would 
dare to say that what God permits is what He de- 
sires? One need only remember those burning 
words of the Lord Jesus: “It is necessary that 
temptations come, but woe to the man by whom the 
temptation comes! . . . It is not the will of my 


Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones 
should perish” (Matthew 18:7, 14). 

Every redeemed child of God will be brought 
safely home to heaven, but it cannot be His desire 
that any should arrive there by way of starvation. 


How seriously are we taking the apostolic teaching, 
“If one member [of Christ’s body] suffers, all suffer 
together”? It must be true, if all the members are 
filled with the same Spirit. And “if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Romans 
8:9). Although we are definitely not required to 
practice communism as the Jerusalem church did, 
we surely are expected to remember our Lord’s 
warning, “I was hungry . . . I was thirsty ... I was 
naked . . .” and “inasmuch as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye did it not to 
me” (Matthew 25:42, 43, 45). We must admit 
that very few of us today can match the selfless 
givers of the Apostolic Church. In Syrian Antioch, 
where “the disciples were for the first time called 
Christians,” the first thing they did as a group was 
to “send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea,” 
“every one according to his ability.” This was even 
before they sent out missionaries. 

Paul explains (in I Corinthians 12:24-25) that 
itis God Himself who has “so adjusted the body 
lof Christ] . . . that the members may have care 
for one another.” Most of us in the United States 
and Canada have much more than the actual neces- 
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sities of life, while many of our fellow Christians 
in Europe and Asia suffer the lack of adequate food 
and clothing. It seems as if Paul is writing par- 
ticularly to us when he says, “See that you excel 
in this gracious work [of relief]. I say this not as 
a command, but to prove . . . that your love is 
genuine. . .. I do not mean that others should be 
eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of 
equality your abundance at the present time should 
supply their want” (II Corinthians 8:7, 8, 13, 14). 

However, human nature being what it is, we can 
bestow all our goods to feed the poor and still be 
nothing profited, not having love, as I Corinthians 
13 warns us. The early Jerusalem Christians did 
not need this warning; they “were of one heart and 
soul.” I Corinthians 12:13 had not yet been writ- 
ten, but they knew that they had all been baptized 
by one Spirit into one body. Thus it was natural 
for them to give themselves, as well as their pos- 
sessions to one another. In this they were like the 
Macedonian Christians after them, who “first gave 
themselves” (II Corinthians 8:5), and like Christ 
Jesus before them, “who loved me and gave him- 
self for me” (Galatians 2:20). Here is an apostolic 
succession that every Christian can enter, by obe- 
dience to the power of the indwelling Christ. We 
may have outcropping inclinations to the contrary 
but insofar as the love of Christ constrains us, we 
shall be enabled to give ourselves sincerely and, like 
our Lord, to touch the untouchable and love the 
unlovable. 

Does this get us around to the classless society 
after all? Christ Himself has answered this ques- 
tion, spiritually at least. He said that in His King- 
dom some would be “first” and others “last” (Mat- 
thew 19:30). Furthermore, Romans 12 and I Co- 
rinthians 12 teach that even in “the church, which 
is His body,” there are distinctions, not only of 
function but also of value (I Corinthians 12:28- 
31). However, these distinctions serve not to di- 
vide, but to strengthen and implement the organic 
unity of the body. They are perpetually trans- 
formed by two constants: (1) a deep realization 
of the interdependence of each upon all (Romans 
12:5) and (2) a permeation with that sincere love 
which is the first fruit of the common indwelling 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22 and Romans 12:9-16). The 
early Apostolic Church in Jerusalem experienced 
and illustrated this interdependence and this love 
to the utmost degree. “O God, to us may grace be 
given to follow in their train.” END 
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FROM THE LETTERS OF AN INFANTRY LIEUTENANT TO HIS WIFE 


KOREA DIARY 


Ss DRAKE, JAPAN, 15 OCTOBER—This morning I 
got orders to the 2nd Division in Korea. In the 
afternoon we drew equipment, cleaned our carbines 
and just now finished packing. Early tomorrow we 
leave. 

AT SEA, 16 OCTOBER—“‘And now, Lord, what wait I 
for? My hope is in thee” (Ps. 39:7). We took a 
train from Camp Drake to the huge port at Yoka- 
hama and we've been afloat on this huge Navy ship 
about 15 minutes. It will take us two days to get 
to Pusan . . . I need God now, the realization is 
more complete. How wonderful that when we really 
need God, He satisfies completely. I believe God is 
going to bless tremendously. With peace and con- 
fidence of being used I approach Korea. Just off 
to the right are beautiful mountains in front of a 
gray-blue sky. The sun has gone down and I’m 
getting in these last few lines quickly. 

NEAR SEOUL, 19 OCTOBER—From Pusan we took a 
train (wooden seats, chilly, little sleep) to this spot 
near Seoul. Tomorrow noon I leave from here to 
go further up front. My heart has been touched 
to the core at what I have seen here. Just this 
morning we gave our C rations, with the exception 
of a can of beans, to kids—hungry kids—in rags. 
I wonder if some of these kids ever smile. People 
are wandering all over with the sum total of their 
belongings on their heads. A child not over three, 


picking up cigarette butts for his grandfather as 
the stiff old man pointed them out. I asked some 
S. Korean trainmen if they were Christians. One 
who could speak a little English answered, “Chris- 
tians, no.” Can’t make a judgment, but I’m in- 
clined to believe the line between Christian and 
non-Christian is more definite here, by the fact the 
Red persecutions did separate. These South Kore- 
ans need two things: the gospel and goods. The 
South Koreans are very industrious — they work 
hard on their farms. The farm crops look good, 
but they are certainly needed. Korea: hills, sharp, 
rugged—hills, hills, and more hills—actually moun- 
tains. 

ON A TRAIN GOING FORWARD, 20 OCTOBER—Studied 
the Word this morning before we started with a 
colored fellow from Airborne. He said he had back- 
slidden, but he should be right with the Lord now. 
A minute after we finished in prayer, I had to go. 
The Lt. sitting across from me wants to know the 
truth and knows I’ve got it—he’s told other officers, 
“That guy has the answer.” But so far this Lt. 
hasn’t taken it for himself. 

314 MILES FROM THE FRONT, 21] OCTOBER— Yester- 
day on the train from Seoul up here the Lord 
opened the way to present the complete gospel to 
the Lt. He listened eagerly and heard for the first 
time why Christ died for him. He freely admitted 
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his life couldn’t go on as it had, that he wanted 
what I’ve got, that every day he thinks about his 
need for God. He was whisked off to another Reg’t 
just a little while ago. I left the decision clearly 
up to him and explained how to make it. The Lord 
Jesus was masterfully in control of the whole wit- 
ness, and what a joy to be a vessel. 


AT THE FRONT, 22 OcTOBER—Right now I’m “up 
there.” assigned to the Heavy Mortar Company. 
What I know about a mortar could be put on a 
3 x 5 card. Tomorrow I start learning and learning 
fast. Right now I hear machine guns and M-1’s 
firing to the front. I rather wondered why the Lord 
didn’t place me in a rifle platoon, but apparently 
He has me here for a purpose. Throughout my 
speaking to the Major one thing ran through my 
mind, “Thy will be done, Lord.” So I’m convinced 
it’s His will. 


24 ocToBER—After two days, I’ve taken over the 
platoon — that’s fast work. I’ve been cramming 
facts into my head and notebook like mad for it’s 
a completely different job from that of an infantry 
platoon leader. Pray for me, first that my fellow- 
ship will be as it ought. This is the root. Then 
pray also that I shall speak as I ought. The words 
must be appropriate and Spirit-filled. 


25 oOcTOBER—‘Saturday night, the loneliest night 
of the week” is here. Around supper time tonight 
the Lord opened my mouth for a witness to about 
five men here in my “headquarters.” I told them 
a simple testimony of how Christ “turned my life 
upside down” and also showed them Gen. Har- 





SUMMER HELP WANTED 

Manitoba Pioneer Camps of the Inter-School 
Christian Fellowship, Canada, need Christian 
men and women to serve as counselors this 
summer. Those who can give specific instruction 
in Red Cross swimming awards, canoeing, sailing, 
riflery, archery and camp craft, as well as those 
not qualified to instruct, are invited to apply. 

Ages of campers: 8 to 18 years 

Girls’ Camp dates: June 30 to July 28 

Boys’ Camp dates: July 28 to August 18 

The camps are run on a non-profit basis, and 
room and board at the camp, plus transportation 
from Winnipeg, Manitoba, or Kenora, Ontario, 
will be provided. 

Those desiring further information please write 
to Don M. Campbell, “C” Winchester Apts., Win- 
nipeg, Man., Canada. 
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rison’s tract. Some had served under him at Dix. 
so they were interested. About five minutes ago | 
was reading the Word and a corporal who has been 
in the army eleven years asked me if I were read. 
ing a Gospel of John, and went on to tell me that 
he had a Testament. This was encouraging in that 
I had him all figured out to be completely unre. 
ceptive. I really feel “down” when I don’t let the 
Lord work in me, but I’m really thankful and joy. 
ous when in some small way He is allowed to work. 
I’m so thankful each hour now for His leading in 
bringing me down here to this platoon. 

In my initial talk I feel I bungled. I was fighting 
for words, but at least they know where I stand, 
Also I talked a little too sternly. I mentioned to 
them that I would be having Bible studies for those 
who wish to attend. I feel that this was an error. 
As I see it now, I shouldn’t have mentioned studies 
but just gone ahead and studied with a few guys 
and then as they get to know me they'll want to 
attend. Pray that in due time I'll have a study or- 
dained by Him. 

You'd be amazed if you saw the room I’m sitting 
in now. Its walls are wooden ammo boxes filled 
with dirt, with logs on the outside, sand-bags and 
logs on the roof. Inside cardboard nailed against 
the ammo boxes and a wooden floor, also from these 
boxes. We have shelves, a bench, two chairs, a 
stove burning diesel fuel and five cots with air 
mattresses. Pretty soon we should have a house- 
boy up here to clean up and do laundry. 


26 OCTOBER—Today the company was to send up 
a truck to take the Protestants to chapel, but it 
didn’t come due to a tieup. I then had a sergeant 
announce a service in the squad bunker. About ten 
men attended. I opened and closed with prayer and 
the men read John 3:1-18. After each few verses 
| explained them. The Lord’s direction was more 
evident today. 


28 ocToBER—The devil is working overtime to de- 
feat the Lord’s work and the Lord in me. Last night 
he won round one. I came into the end bunker 
planning to have a study there if possible. As | 
entered the door a bunch of the men were drinking 
canned beer, so I promptly got out. Tonight I told 
the men we'd have a study right after chow. We 
hadn’t had one fire mission all day long, but as 
soon as we finished supper we had one. The devi 
wanted me to call it off again since it was getting 
late, but I praise God that he lost round two. We 
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had the study with eight in attendance, plus Lee, 
the houseboy. (When I gave Lee a gospel of John 
to look at, he said, “You a chaplain?” I laughed 
and told him no.) Tonight I gave a little talk on 
the meaning of life, what it is and what it isn’t, 
and then went page by page through the Gospel 
of John. I had them read verses applicable to life, 
beginning with John 1:4; 3:16; 3:36, etc. After 
this they asked me questions until just a few min- 
utes ago. Pray for these men. They’re just like 
people all over the world in need of our Saviour 
and of His abundant present and eternal life. Pray 
especially that the devil will be licked as to time 
to have the study because in combat a million and 
one things can interrupt. 


29 ocTroBER—Had another study tonight with about 
13 men in attendance. Went through John 1:1-14, 
answering questions afterward. With sin in the 
life of almost every man you can see them weigh- 
ing every word. Subjection to Christ is like pulling 
eye teeth, but the Spirit is working. Tomorrow 
night we'll take up the question, “Just Why Did 
Christ Die?” . . . Have witnessed to the platoon 
sergeant quite a bit; in fact, the Lord has opened 
my mouth quite naturally to everyone in the pla- 
toon. Must get deeper in the Word myself. For 
continued flow, there must be a source. 


31 ocToBER—Tonight one of the boys came to me 
and said no one wanted to attend study because of 
payday (they got some beer, I believe). I said, 

and returned to Hq. bunker. About five 
minutes later a corporal stuck his head in the door 
and said, “Sir, there’s three men who want to at- 
tend.” “Fine,” I said. Six or seven finally came— 
talked on Luke 8, parable of the Word—again the 
Spirit led wonderfully. Conviction is present but 
decision is difficult. 


1 NOVEMBER—Tonight the enemy is supposed to 
hit, so we'll stay up all night. Last night they at- 
tacked first, with about ten men. They got ‘wiped 
out, then a company. They really got clobbered. 
We laid a smoke screen 2,000 yards wide permit- 
ting our U.N. troops to get out of their bunkers 
without the enemy seeing them. We fired. 


2 NOVEMBER—At that last word, they attacked and 
Thad to go out to the guns right away. We expect 
an attack again tonight. 


5 NOVEMBER—I’ve slept with all my clothes on for 
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four or five straight nights, and tonight will be no 
different—we’re on alert. Actually, I could go on and 
on about combat details and happenings within the 
platoon—I’d like to, but I’d never say anything else 
if I did. Got in eight replacements—it’s terrific how 
complex personnel problems can be over here de- 
spite their outward simplicity. I’ve had some cork- 
ers. The Lord delivers out of them all, but He re- 
quires much patience from me. Some of the younger 
kids—how formative they are! Tonight after I had 
talked with the men and gave a direct challenge 
again to accept Him, one of the new replacements 
came into my bunker and I could see he was about 
to ask a question. He then asked me about drink- 
ing and I explained how I felt. But then I pointed 
out that the problem at hand was not really drink- 
ing but Christ. Not drinking doesn’t make a Chris- 
tian. 


7 NOVEMBER—You asked what I study with people. 
First a simple passage with a direct message; and 
second, development of a topic by using several 
passages. I am becoming more and more convinced 
that Christians try to offer meat (which is a bless- 
ing to them) to those who can’t stand milk. Sim- 
plicity—and I add strongly—no matter how edu- 
cated the person is. I Corinthians 2:6. 


9 NOVEMBER—Been so busy lately I haven’t had a 
chance to study with the men. Two or three nights 
ago was the last time, I guess. Was encouraged last 
night when I came to the run-up position. The men 
were sandwiched into the bunker and one of the 
men was reading the N.T. Soon I hope to talk per- 
sonally with him. 


14 NOvEMBER—After a number of days without a 
study, and some discouragement on my part, the 
Lord took complete control tonight and my heart 
is full of joy. Thirteen men attended the study. The 
Lord is guiding specifically on decisions in this 
platoon; they must be clear-cut, out-and-out. It 
must be a break with the world. I strongly feel this 
because the men know it. They see I’m quite differ- 
ent, and if a man who makes a decision doesn’t 
change, it will hurt the gospel of Christ. In this 








MYSTERIOUS WAYS... 





When God is going to do something wonderful, He begins with a difficulty. If it is 


going to be something very wonderful, He begins with an impossibility (ANoNyMous). 


somewhat peculiar situation, the life is put to an 
acid test which all men are viewing. In the past 
how often my flesh has spoken to me in words to 
this effect, “Get a decision, it’s the record you know 
—souls won. Think of what other Christians will 
think of you. So what if it isn’t real!” The Lord 
willing, may it be not so here! I believe I can truth- 
fully say I have challenged the men to a cross and 
have shown them that accepting Christ is not a 
“bed of roses.” The Spirit is working—convicting. 


Tonight was a wonderful study. After I spoke 
there was an absolutely free exchange of ideas. So 
many times in the past I’ve gotten the clam-up re- 
action or the “yah-yah” reaction. For an hour it 
was dead silence except for machine guns and ar- 
tillery firing. Two boys who had argued previously 
on every point I mentioned looked at each other in 
surprise and with smiles. Later in the conversation 
they told me how they had previously discussed 
every point I had brought up. They asked heart- 
searching questions and made statements indicative 
of the Spirit’s working. “Should a man’s life 
change right away after he accepts Christ?” “Isn’t 
it harder to be a Christian in the army?” “Doesn’t 
a person sin after he accepts Christ?” One man 
tonight accepted Jesus Christ into his heart. I be- 
lieve a number are under conviction. 


22 NOVEMBER—Today the Lord was gracious to me 
in a very real way. I had to go part of the way up 
to an observation post to show a man who was go- 
ing up there where to go. | asked my liaison ser- 
geant if he wouldn’t take me and B. by jeep part 
of the way up. He consented—so we went as far 
as we could by jeep, parked it, and started up the 
hill. Abouth 34ths of the way up mortar started 
falling in. The first one I heard a whistle — like 
someone blowing one six feet away. Instinctively 
B. and I and Sgt. W. all hugged mother earth. It 
landed dangerously close. Others dropped in. I 
told B. to get in a bunker till it was over. Sgt. W. 
and I started cautiously down the hill—by that I 
mean a mad dash from one piece of protecting ter- 
rain to another. When we got to where the jeep 
was, rounds were still close. We hollered for the 
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jeep driver, but no answer. We jumped into the 
jeep and drove further down the hill. As I drove, 
a round exploded to our rear in the vicinity of 
where we had the jeep parked. I believe the whole 
thing was placed in my lap by the Lord to teach 
me a couple of things—the main thing: a complete 
devendence on Him with no confidence in the flesh, 
I say this because before I went up to the observa- 
tion post, I kidded Sgt. W. when he put on his 
bullet-proof vest and failed to wear one myself. 
Previously, I hadn’t experienced any enemy fire. 
In the future I'll wear a bullet-proof vest up there. 
They’re not a cure-all, but they help. You wouldn't 
believe it if I said things were just rosy over here 
so I won't. 


23 DECEMBER—Last Saturday night Lt. B., Kim and 
Johnny (Japanese interpreter) stopped by the pla- 
toon. They urged me to come up the following eve- 
ning to talk to the Korean Service Corps, for Lt. B. 
had told the company I was coming up soon and 
many had asked him about it. So I had my jeep 
driver take me up and asked him to return to pick 
me up at 7:30. Before we got started Lt. B. related 
to me his experience, stating that although he had 
done wrong often, he still was trusting Christ and 
had His peace. When we arrived at the company 
around 6:20, they hadn’t finished eating. About 
6:45 I heard men singing “Silent Night” in Korean. 
I asked Johnny if they knew any other hymns. 
Johnny said, “No sir, the only one they know is 
‘Saturday Night.’” Johnny got quite a laugh when 
I told him, “Silent Night.” We went to one of the 
Korean platoon squad tents. What a sight! No 
beds, all thirty men sleep on the ground with one 
blanket between them and the ground. They had 
cut the ground so that the part they slept on was 
elevated above the center walking lane. They were 
seated in a neat rank of three’s right behind each 
other, with legs folded up. There were probably 
about sixty or so. Each platoon leader then re- 
ported (saluted to Lt. B.) and finally after several 
commands, one of which had all of them sitting at 
rigid attention, a platoon leader saluted me. I re 
turned the salute and started to talk. The Koreans 


(Continued on page 16, column 2) 
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Jungle Docto 


BATTLE CLIMAX 

One morning the veranda of our dispensary was 
crowded with people. All had come for medicine 
and treatment. I was listening to the chest of a 
small African girl with my stethoscope in what was 
the peak hour of work in our CMS Hospital. The 
crowd around the door wanted medicines, cough 
medicines, quinine, eye drops, ear drops, nose 
drops, they all seemed to be saying so in the one 
breath. It wasn’t that they were making so much 
noise, because they knew the first rule of the hos- 
pital, that when they were waiting outside for med- 
icine they must be quiet, but one could hear the 
whispered undercurrent, and then suddenly came 
a voice through the window, a loud voice, which 
was very insistent, “Bwana, Bwana—” 

There was a tall African dressed in the vogue 
of the place, red mud in his hair, his ear lobes 
pierced so that you could easily put a tennis ball 
into them. 

“Bwana,” he said, “it’s a case of a broken leg.” 

“Wait a minute,” I said. 

I wrote on a card the treatment the small girl 
should have. I saw her go across to the window 
where the medicines were given out and grimace 
as she drank from a medicine glass. 
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“Call Daudi,” I ordered. 

My chief dispenser was busy examining blood 
slides for malaria, which is all too common in 
Tanganyika. Leaving his laboratory he came across 
to me. 

“Daudi, there’s a man here who says in his vil- 
lage there’s a case with a broken leg, and, well, we 
can’t expect them to walk in. Would you carry on 
and see the out-patients here who have ordinary 
illness? I'll look through them and see if there’s 
anybody really sick and you can give out all the 
other medicines.” 

Daudi put on his apron and prepared to do the 
job. I looked through the sixty odd people who 
were still waiting—there were three or four who 
were obviously suffering from acute malaria, | saw 
that they were appropriately dealt with. There was 
a small boy with a tremendous ulcer. I outlined to 
Daudi the treatment that he should have. Then at 
the very end was an old man who needed an opera- 
tion. I arranged for him to be admitted. 

Then, picking up my bag that one of the African 
dispensers had packed I prepared to go to the 
broken leg case. First of all I checked the contents 
of the bag. There were some sandwiches that had 
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hastily been cut and a large thermos full of tea. 
There were also rolls of plaster-of-paris, surgical 
instruments, a case containing my emergency in- 
jection kit, and some very ancient scissors. 

I turned to the man who was impatiently stand- 
ing beside me. 

“Tell me,” I said “where is the break?” I 
pointed first to my thigh. 

“N’go,” he said, “n’go, no Bwana, not there. It 
is . . .” He pointed to a place mid-way between 
the knee and the ankle. 

“Oh,” I said, “now tell me, has the bone come 
through the skin?” 

“Hongo,” said Daudi, and looked at me smiling. 
“Bwana, you are asking him if it is a simple or a 
compound fracture.” 

“Yes,” I said, “that is exactly what I am ask- 
ing.” 

“Kumbe,” said the man, “behold the skin is in 
order.” 

“Good,” I said, “well, we'll be right, Daudi, with 
this kit, but you'd better give me a rubber strip that 
I can use to put inside the plaster so that when we 
take it off we'll not cut anybody.” 

The strip of rubber was soon produced. 

Just before I went Daudi took me aside and whis- 
pered, “Bwana, I think there is something queer 
about this. I think you will find that there is 
trouble.” 

“Kah,” I said, “it’s all right. Things are too 
busy at the hospital for you to come with me. I'll 
go with him now. All will be well.” 

With that I set out on the nine mile walk over 
the hills. It was quicker to walk than to go by any 
other means. 

My guide moved at a speed which I found diff- 
cult to keep up with. We passed over river beds 
which were full of moist sand, and pools of muddy 
water; in these pools small children were playing, 
splashing around in them and having a glorious 
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time for that short time in the year when water was 
available. 

My guide was not a bit talkative. Strangely, he 
hardly uttered a word. This made me feel that there 
was something queer about the whole proceeding, 

At long last the village came into view. It was 
merely a group of typical African mud huts, 

We came to one of these kayas and I was ushered 
into a dark entrance where there was an open fire 
burning under somebody’s dinner. By this flicker- 
ing light I saw, lying on a cowskin, my patient. 
Now, I am fairly used to strange sights and peculiar 
smells, but I will admit that I was completely taken 
aback, because there was my patient. The leg ob. 
viously broken, but it was not as I had been led to 
believe, a small child; it was a calf! 

I turned round to my guide. “What,” I said, 
“you bring me nine miles journey through the heat, 
you come to the hospital and call me away from 
scores of sick people to mend the broken leg of a 
calf?” 

“Heh,” said my host, “if I had not told you that 
it was a broken leg you would not have come. If | 
had said it was a calf you would not have come.” 

“Truly,” I said, “indeed, I would not have come. 
Is it my work to look after cattle?” 

“Bwana,” he said, “it’s the child of a very valu- 
able cow.” 

“Hah,” I said, “what about all the sick people 
at the hospital?” He shrugged his shoulders. 

Cows are an African’s riches so I decided that | 
would help, it might be that I could get news of 
my lost friend. I took the calf’s owner aside. “I 
will agree to help you, but only if you can tell me 
news of a blind boy who was ill at the hospital and 
who has disappeared. No news, no medicine for 
the cow’s child.” 

A look of fear sprang into his eyes, and at the 
same moment I saw behind him, coming out of a 
hut, an African with a peculiar ear ornament in 





For those who have enjoyed Jungle Doctor's Enemies by Dr. Paul White (which 
concludes with this issue of His), the following list of certain other titles in the series 
published by Paternoster Press, London, is given: 

Doctor of Tanganyika, more detailed story of Dr. White, with photographs of himself 


and his African helpers, 192 pages; $1.50. 


Jungle Doctor Operates, a fascinating account of surgery which saved lives and restored 
sight under primitive conditions and at slight cost, 126 pages; 75 cents. 
Jungle Doctor’s Case-Book, a collection of eighteen stories, many of them humorous, all 


of them spiritual lessons, 121 pages; $1.25. 


Jungle Doctor’s Enemies (the complete book) is available, 115 pages; 75 cents. 
These books may be ordered from tvcr, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, or 30 St. Mary 


Street, Toronto 5. 
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one ear only. I knew where I had seen the fellow 
to this ear ornament; it was at the hospital the 
night of the fire. 

I couldn’t help smiling as I noticed him limp. 
| wondered if the bicycle, the clothes line, or the 
ointment had caused the damage. 

The calf’s owner looked at me furtively, and said, 
“Bwana, there is a village beyond the hills, on the 
way here, just off the track. | hear there is a great 
sickness there, perhaps the child is there.” 

“You will show me the way, when I have finished 
here?” 

The African nodded. 

So, with the family sitting quite forcibly on the 
unfortunate calf, which was rather keen to use its 
three good legs, | managed to get the broken por- 
tion into alignment. I put on a plaster in approved 
fashion, much to the amazement of the crowd of 
people who arrived to watch the proceedings. 

I was invited to stay for a meal of ugali, and | 
decided to do so. My hands were being washed 
ceremoniously by my host pouring water over them, 
when I saw Daudi arriving, looking extremely hot. 
He greeted the people in the local language, then 
coming across to me, he said in English, “Bwana, 
I finished the work at the hospital, and I felt that 
perhaps there was danger in today’s work, so I 
came to be with you.” 

“Thank you, my friend,” I replied, “there is 
trouble here, and much of it, but first let us eat.” 

The people were most intrigued that I was able 
to eat their food in their own way. They watched 
with amazement as I took a handful of the dry 
native porridge, dipped it into a bowl of boiled 
beans, and ate with noisy approval. 

“Yoh,” said my host, “behold, is he not one of 
us, does he not do as we do?” 

When the meal was finished, and I was acutely 
conscious of it lying heavily within me, I took the 
calf’s owner aside. 

“Tell me,” I said, “what you promised to tell 
me.” 

Again the man beside me looked furtively 
around, and then pointed hurriedly with his chin 
ina southerly direction. As he pointed I saw the 
man with the one ear ornament come limping round 
the side of a thornbush thicket, and disappear into 
one of the local houses. But the thing I did notice 
was that his legs up to his knees were covered with 
thick black mud. I had one last look at the calf. 
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It appeared that the plaster had set splendidly. My 
host made me a farewell gift of a basket of eggs— 
there must have been two or three dozen of them, 
but when Daudi at a later stage put them in water 
to examine them, we found that only three were 
good. Bidding them farewell, I walked off in a 
direction very much other than that where the 
swamp was to be found. When we were out of sight 
of the village I told Daudi of all that I had learned, 
and we hurried down a side path in the direction 
of the swamp. 


“Kah,” said Daudi, “Bwana, this is the sort of 
place where they could hide Mubofu and no one 
would know anything about it.” 

“Behold,” I said, “I think the man with the one 
ear ornament is undoubtedly the one who set fire 
to the grass at the hospital. Behold, he had mud 
on his legs. Might it not be that they have Mubofu 
a prisoner here?” 


“I fear he is more than a prisoner. Perhaps 
even ...” Daudi stopped in the middle of a sen- 
tence and shook his head. 

We pushed on in silence and suddenly a swamp 
opened out before us surrounded by reeds, so 
placed that it was almost impossible to find unless 
you happened to walk along a path that wound 
through a dense thornbush thicket. We were soon 
at the edge of a lake of mud. Daudi prodded care- 
fully with his stick before wading into it. Every 
step he tested. I took off my shoes and socks and 
followed him in. For perhaps a hundred yards we 
waded, and then suddenly Daudi’s probing stick 
disappeared. Carefully, we paddled on, avoiding 
the deep mud holes, and at last came to a place 
where the bottom was solid. We followed this ridge 
around the edge of an island that was hidden by 
tall reeds. Struggling up the bank we pushed our 
way through matted reeds and stagnant water. 
Daudi suddenly sprang back in alarm. I saw lying 
on the bank the skeleton of a man. Beside it, dried 
in the hard mud were innumerable hyena paw 
marks. Close by was the unsavory sight of the rot- 
ting body of a vulture. Other birds of prey hovered 
overhead. 

“Kah,” said Daudi, “Bwana, this is an evil place, 
see those birds, they expect more death.” 

At that moment I saw the house. It was of ordi- 
nary native style, but it had been let fall into 
ruins: the mud walls were cracked and had fallen 
over in places. The roof sagged ominously. Stand- 
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ing in the doorway, I could see a figure lying on a 
cow skin. 

“Hodi,” I said, “may I come in?” 

From the corner came a voice that was harsh and 
husky, “Bwana!” 

“Mubofu,” I cried, “you!” 

“Do not come near to me, Bwana,” said the boy, 
struggling to sit up, “I have a great sickness. Keep 
away!” 

My eyes were becoming used to the dim light, 
and I saw Mubofu lying there looking haggard, 
his weakness accentuating the tragedy of his face. 
But the thing that brought an exclamation .from 
Daudi was the fact that Mubofu seemed covered 
from head to foot with small lumps. I struck a 
match, and in a moment the whole matter was clear. 
He had smallpox. 

Quickly I bent down and felt his pulse. 

“Bwana,” said the African boy, “do not touch 
me—I have a disease which spreads like fire.” 

“T have no fear of it, Mubofu, none at all. Do 
you remember the scars on my arms, did I not tell 
you of the calf who developed this disease?” 

Weakly the small boy nodded his head. 

“So it’s that, Bwana, is it? Bwana, there was 
another man here who had the disease. Behold, 
when they found that he was here, then they 
brought me. He went out two days ago shouting 
strange words, and I have not seen him since.” 

My mind flashed to the human skeleton we had 
seen in the reeds. 

Mubofu was pitifully weak. He rested back on 
my arm and in a whisper said, “Bwana, you told me 
that in heaven I shall see His face.” 

“Yes, Mubofu, does it not say in God’s own Book, 
‘They shall see His face, and His name shall be in 
their foreheads.’ ” 

“Bwana, will He want to look at me, covered with 
these?” He ran his fingers over the pock-marks. 

“That will all change, my friend,” I said, ““when 
you pass through the gates. Behold, there are no 
diseases in heaven, and the only scars that are 
there, Mubofu, are the scars in His hands and His 
feet, and His side.” 

“Kah, Bwana,” said the small boy, “if I had had 
the scars on my arms like you, I would not have 
this disease, but Bwana, the scars that really matter 
to me are Jesus’ scars.” 

“Mubofu,” I said, “that is true. Does it not say 
in God’s Book that the punishment of our sins is 
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upon Him, and by His scars we are healed.” 

“Hee .. .” said Mubofu, trying to raise himself 
on one elbow, “Bwana, oh Bwana.” He put his 
hand in mine, and then sank back on to the tat- 
tered cow skin. 

Through a crack in the mud wall a shaft of sun- 
light lighted up the small boy’s face. The grim 
work of disease and of the witchdoctor was for- 
gotten. There was a calmness and a peace on that 
small face, which told its own story. Quietly | 
stood up. Daudi came over—put his hand on my 
arm and in a hushed voice said, “Bwana, he is 
seeing now.” END 

Copyright by Paternoster Press. Used by permission. 
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have instant obedience despite a heavy work load 
and casualties. 

My heart went out to each one. As I spoke I got 
less and less theological and more and more simple. 
I trusted God for the faith to believe that after 
some acquaintance with who God is, John 3:16 is 
enough for men to know in order to inherit His 
riches. I knew it would be my only chance to talk 
to these men. At 8:05 I finished talking. Lt. B. had 
done most of the interpreting, with some aid from 
Johnny. I had those stand up who wanted to re- 
ceive Jesus Christ into their hearts. I don’t know 
how many stood up—maybe 25, maybe 35. We 
prayed. I gave them the importance of prayer, 
Word, and witnessing as simply as I could. On the 
last one Johnny got a puzzled look on his face (not 
the first), and said, “Sir, I don’t understand; you 
say these men tell other Korea Service Corps men. 
Why?” 1 then told Johnny why and he seemed to 
understand perfectly—then went ahead to tell Lt. B. 

Said goodnight to everyone, “Thank you” in 
Korean, and went out. Outside the tent Lt. B. 
gripped my hand warmly, “Thank you, Lt. John- 
son, for telling Ksc’s how to get to heaven.” I left 
with joy in my heart, yet with an ache that I would 
not be able to instruct them further. The Spirit of 
God, the Word (gave them 45 Gospels of John), 
Lt. B. and several Christians will now do the work. 

Back at the platoon Capt. J. had called—first or 
second time since I’ve been in the platoon. He 
asked Set. H. where I was. Sgt. H. told him. When 
I got in, I called the Captain and he asked no ques: 
tions about where I had been. Again, I thanked 
Him. END 
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Was DID YOU ENTER nurses’ training?” a patient 
often asks a student nurse. 

Even after graduation it seems to be a favorite 
topic of conversation. Why did I choose nursing, 
you ask? I don’t believe I really knew “why” the 
day I entered. However, I know now! It was to 
find my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ—to become 
a born-again Christian. 

When the Nurses Christian Fellowship leader 
posted an invitation that first fall to come to “Bible 
Study and Christian Fellowship,” this eager fresh- 
man went and enjoyed it. Had anyone even sug- 
gested then that I wasn’t a Christian, I’d have been 
most indignant. After all, I’d gone to church all 
my life—been baptized and confirmed, too. 

More than a year later, on January 11, 1951, a 
group of us attended NCF as usual. We were study- 
ing the Gospel of John. In cross references we 
happened (?) upon Luke 14:25-35. Verse 33 never 
left me that evening. “So, likewise, whosoever he 
be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.” Could that mean me? Be- 
sides, why should I even want to be a disciple? 
[had big plans for after graduation, with marriage 
as the central theme. Somehow following after 
Jesus hadn’t entered my mind. But that night the 
Lord Jesus broke my heart, or perhaps I should 
say, He entered my heart. Without even saying 
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“good-night” to the leader (a keen Christian who 
had prayed that I would become a Christian), I 
ran to an empty room. There I met Jesus as Sav- 
iour. He moved from my head to my heart. Be- 
tween sobs I asked Him to let me follow and be 
His disciple. For the first time I saw myself as a 
“sinner —- fallen short of the glory of God,” and 
saw the necessity of giving myself to Christ. 

It was God’s Word that convicted me. It is the 
“power of God unto salvation, to everyone that be- 
lieveth,” and “sharper than any two-edged sword.” 

The thirst I had for His Word after that evening 
still amazes me. Not only did I want to read the 
Bible, but I could now understand it! It was as 


though a shade had been pulled up, and light 
(Continued on page 22, column 2) 








ing in the doorway, I could see a figure lying on a 
cow skin. 

“Hodi,” I said, “may I come in?” 

From the corner came a voice that was harsh and 
husky, “Bwana!” 

““Mubofu,” I cried, “you!” 

“Do not come near to me, Bwana,” said the boy, 
struggling to sit up, “I have a great sickness. Keep 
away!” 

My eyes were becoming used to the dim light, 
and I saw Mubofu lying there looking haggard, 
his weakness accentuating the tragedy of his face. 
But the thing that brought an exclamation .from 
Daudi was the fact that Mubofu seemed covered 
from head to foot with small lumps. I struck a 
match, and in a moment the whole matter was clear. 
He had smallpox. 

Quickly I bent down and felt his pulse. 

“Bwana,” said the African boy, “do not touch 
me—lI have a disease which spreads like fire.” 

“TI have no fear of it, Mubofu, none at all. Do 
you remember the scars on my arms, did I not tell 
you of the calf who developed this disease?” 

Weakly the small boy nodded his head. 

“So it’s that, Bwana, is it? Bwana, there was 
another man here who had the disease. Behold, 
when they found that he was here, then they 
brought me. He went out two days ago shouting 
strange words, and | have not seen him since.” 

My mind flashed to the human skeleton we had 
seen in the reeds. 

Mubofu was pitifully weak. He rested back on 
my arm and in a whisper said, “Bwana, you told me 
that in heaven I shall see His face.” 

“Yes, Mubofu, does it not say in God’s own Book, 
‘They shall see His face, and His name shall be in 
their foreheads.’ ” 

“Bwana, will He want to look at me, covered with 
these?” He ran his fingers over the pock-marks. 

“That will all change, my friend,” I said, “when 
you pass through the gates. Behold, there are no 
diseases in heaven, and the only scars that are 
there, Mubofu, are the scars in His hands and His 
feet, and His side.” 

“Kah, Bwana,” said the small boy, “if I had had 
the scars on my arms like you, I would not have 
this disease, but Bwana, the scars that really matter 
to me are Jesus’ scars.” 

“Mubofu,” I said, “that is true. Does it not say 
in God’s Book that the punishment of our sins is 
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upon Him, and by His scars we are healed.” 

“Hee .. .” said Mubofu, trying to raise himself 
on one elbow, “Bwana, oh Bwana.” He put his 
hand in mine, and then sank back on to the tat- 
tered cow skin. 

Through a crack in the mud wall a shaft of sun. 
light lighted up the small boy’s face. The grim 
work of disease and of the witchdoctor was for. 
gotten. There was a calmness and a peace on that 
small face, which told its own story. Quietly | 
stood up. Daudi came over—put his hand on my 
arm and in a hushed voice said, “Bwana, he is 
seeing now.” END 
Copyright by Paternoster Press. Used by permission. 
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have instant obedience despite a heavy work load 
and casualties. 

My heart went out to each one. As I spoke I got 
less and less theological and more and more simple. 
I trusted God for the faith to believe that after 
some acquaintance with who God is, John 3:16 is 
enough for men to know in order to inherit His 
riches. I knew it would be my only chance to talk 
to these men. At 8:05 I finished talking. Lt. B. had 
done most of the interpreting, with some aid from 
Johnny. I had those stand up who wanted to re- 
ceive Jesus Christ into their hearts. I don’t know 
how many stood up—maybe 25, maybe 35. We 
prayed. I gave them the importance of prayer, 
Word, and witnessing as simply as I could.- On the 
last one Johnny got a puzzled look on his face (not 
the first), and said, “Sir, I don’t understand; you 
say these men tell other Korea Service Corps men. 
Why?” 1 then told Johnny why and he seemed to 
understand perfectly—then went ahead to tell Lt. B. 

Said goodnight to everyone, “Thank you” in 
Korean, and went out. Outside the tent Lt. B. 
gripped my hand warmly, “Thank you, Lt. John- 
son, for telling Ksc’s how to get to heaven.” I left 
with joy in my heart, yet with an ache that I would 
not be able to instruct them further. The Spirit of 
God, the Word (gave them 45 Gospels of John), 
Lt. B. and several Christians will now do the work. 

Back at the platoon Capt. J. had called—first or 
second time since I’ve been in the platoon. He 
asked Sgt. H. where I was. Sgt. H. told him. When 
I got in, I called the Captain and he asked no ques- 
tions about where I had been. Again, I thanked 
Him. END 
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Was DID YOU ENTER nurses’ training?” a patient 
often asks a student nurse. 

Even after graduation it seems to be a favorite 
topic of conversation. Why did I choose nursing, 
you ask? I don’t believe I really knew “why” the 
day I entered. However, I know now! It was to 
find my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ—to become 
a born-again Christian. 

When the Nurses Christian Fellowship leader 
posted an invitation that first fall to come to “Bible 
Study and Christian Fellowship,” this eager fresh- 
man went and enjoyed it. Had anyone even sug- 
gested then that I wasn’t a Christian, I’d have been 
most indignant. After all, I’d gone to church all 
my life—been baptized and confirmed, too. 

More than a year later, on January 11, 1951, a 
group of us attended NCF as usual. We were study- 
ing the Gospel of John. In cross references we 
happened (?) upon Luke 14:25-35. Verse 33 never 
left me that evening. “So, likewise, whosoever he 
be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.” Could that mean me? Be- 
sides, why should I even want to be a disciple? 
I had big plans for after graduation, with marriage 
as the central theme. Somehow following after 
Jesus hadn’t entered my mind. But that night the 
Lord Jesus broke my heart, or perhaps I should 
say, He entered my heart. Without even saying 
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“good-night” to the leader (a keen Christian who 
had prayed that 1 would become a Christian), I 
ran to an empty room. There I met Jesus as Sav- 
iour. He moved from my head to my heart. Be- 
tween sobs I asked Him to let me follow and be 
His disciple. For the first time I saw myself as a 
“sinner —- fallen short of the glory of God,” and 
saw the necessity of giving myself to Christ. 

It was God’s Word that convicted me. It is the 
“power of God unto salvation, to everyone that be- 
lieveth,” and “sharper than any two-edged sword.” 

The thirst I had for His Word after that evening 
still amazes me. Not only did I want to read the 
Bible, but I could now understand it! It was as 
though a shade had been pulled up, and light 

(Continued on page 22, column 2) 
























































































| N THE ENTRANCE HALL of a school in North Wales 
there hangs a painting of an Austrian town amid 
the mountains as it appears just before dawn at 
mid-winter. Valley and hillside, houses and church, 
are covered with a deep layer of snow, which com- 
bines with the night sky and the moonlight to give 
an impression of intense cold. Only on the high 
mountain wall in the background is the rosy touch 
of the rising sun to be seen. It does not warm the 
valley at all, not yet, and the only lights there 
twinkle low down in some of the houses. 

From the standpoint of the work of God it is 
winter in China today. We are back again in the 
position of the Church under the Roman Empire, 
when imperial cult and state power combined 
against the gospel. One who lived in those days 
of sporadic but ferocious persecution declared that 
“This life is the winter of the righteous; the life to 
come is the summer of the righteous.” Many in 
China would have to echo those words as they face 
the grim fact that to confess Christ openly may 
mean losing their means of livelihood, their home, 
and their freedom. We are not well placed to ap- 
preciate this predicament, so blessed have we been 
with many decades of stable conditions and a gen- 
eral environment not implacably hostile to Chris- 
tian life and faith. We can hardly over-estimate 
the severity of the ordeal through which the people 
of God in China are now passing. Yet it is a cause 
for great thankfulness that the Lord has called out 
of darkness into His marvelous light so many thou- 
sands of Chinese and tribespeople. 

These past fifty years since the great ordeal of 
the Boxer Rising in 1900 have seen one of the most 
wonderful movements of the Spirit of God which 
has ever occurred in the long history of the Chris- 
tian Church. The faith of the early missionary 
pioneers has been abundantly vindicated and we 
have entered into their labors. The prayers, the 
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sufferings, the sacrifice of health and life, have not 
been in vain. Out of them the Church of Christ in 
China was born, and in many districts it has grown 
to impressive maturity. This tide of spiritual bless- 
ing reached unprecedented heights in the years 
after 1945 and the work of God seemed destined 
to enjoy still greater enlargement in the future. 
How comes it then that we must now speak of deep 
winter and black night? 

During these fifty years the Christian Church has 
not been the only force making progress. Tucked 
away in relative obscurity at the beginning of the 
century, Communism has emerged to win one vic- 
tory after another and eventually to add China her- 
self to its spoils. What exactly is Communism then 
and how has it managed to capture the allegiance 
of such vast multitudes of men? 

Let it be clearly understood that Communism is 
not to be identified with Russia. Too often this 
mistake has been made and the very essence and 
challenge of the movement thereby distorted. Com- 
munism did not begin in Russia and it has no or- 
iginal and necessary connection with Russia at all. 
The architect of Communism was a German pro- 
fessor of philosophy, a Jew named Karl Marx, who 
came to London in 1849, lived and studied there 
for thirty-two years, and was buried in Highgate 
cemetery. Much of his work was done in the read- 
ing room of the British Museum. His life-long asso- 
ciate was Frederick Engels, also a German, whose 
business affairs required his residence in Man- 
chester for many years until he joined Marx in 
London. These men were scholars and philosophers, 
students of history, law, and politics, and although 
they lived and died unnoticed by most of their con- 
temporaries none have had greater influence in 
shaping world events during the Twentieth Cen- 
tury. 

They taught a new doctrine. Predecessors on va- 
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which has taken over sections of the world today 














Let us give up our work, our thoughts, our plans, ourselves, our lives, our loved 


ones, our influence, our all, right into His hand, and then, when we have given all over 


to Him, there will be nothing left for us to be troubled about, or to make trouble about. 


rious points of both theory and practice they cer- 
tainly had. In Plato’s blueprint of an ideal repub- 
lic, in the communal life of the early church in 
Jerusalem, in medieval monastic settlements and in 
periodic peasant revolts, separate features of their 
teaching are to be found, for the world has always 
been grappling to some extent with the problems 
connected with Communism. Yet the genius of 
these two learned Germans created a new thing, a 
totally fresh outlook on the whole of life, which is 
rightly called Marxism. 

They had been dead for decades before anything 
very decisive happened and then in 1917 the Octo- 
ber Revolution occurred; their disciples gained con- 
trol of Russia and started to mold it to the pattern 
which they had laid down. 

One of the most striking features of Communism 
is its completeness. It is a total view of life, at once 
a religion and a philosophy, a coherent interpreta- 
tion of all preceding history, an acute analysis of 
the contemporary world and society, and a clear 
program for the future. It takes up into one sys- 
tem theology, anthropology, ethics, and the solu- 
tion of all economic, political and international 
problems. Without a lengthy explanation these 
generalizations may appear fantastic, but it is es- 
sential to distinguish Communism from such mani- 
festations of brute national force as we commonly 
associate with the names of Nebuchadnezzar or 
Napoleon. 

Communism is doctrine before it is action, but 
it is doctrine which claims to account for everything 
in the world and to offer a satisfying and inspiring 
faith. There can be little doubt that it is doing this 
for vast numbers of human beings. It has a clear 
doctrine of God, that He does not exist at all, and 
upon this atheism Communism is based. But it is 
not negative, passive, hopeless atheism, but atheism 
turned into gospel, atheism bent on evangelism, 
atheism with a message for the world. Their doc- 
trine of man accepts his evolution from lower forms 
of life: man’s mind is merely the highest product 
of matter, and his destiny lies entirely in this world, 
for there is no other life, no heaven and no hell. 
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We are not answerable to any superhuman power 
for the things we do on earth, nor are there abso. 
lute standards of right and wrong to govern human 
conduct. Prevailing codes of morality are nothing 
but the product of class interest, like religion and 
law. Whatever advances the cause of communist 
revolution is right; whatever retards it is wrong; 
the end absolutely justifies the means; that is the 
foundation stone of their morality. 

Communists are keen on history and they see 
man toiling from slave society, through feudal so- 
ciety, into capitalism. The inevitable process of 
history leads on, in their view to socialism and 
thence eventually to Communism. But it is a thorny 
road. They believe there is a great tribulation 
ahead, as decadent capitalism is smashed by rising 
socialism. They stand for the forcible overthrow 
of the existing shape of things. Then gradually the 
workers will build the Communist millennium when 
there will be a world plan of production, war will 
be banished and mankind will attain hitherto un- 
dreamed-of standards of living and intellectual and 
cultural development. 

It would, however, be a mistake to imagine that 
this is a mere revolution of outward things. Noth- 
ing escapes its influence. Human nature itself will 
be transformed in the process of attaining Com- 
munism and a truly social outlook will pervade 
the world, selfishness being excluded along with all 
the other manifold evils of this present twilight 
period. Art will be transformed, music _trans- 
formed, the role of women in society transformed, 
thought itself transformed. It is a colossal vision, 
a dominating hope to those who embrace it, and 
probably only the attempt by the Roman Catholic 
Church to Christianize the medieval world can bear 
comparison with it in the field of human activity. 
Whatever may in practice be its failures, the secret 
of the power of Communism to attract men in to- 
day’s bewilderment lies not a little in this great 
hope and the apparent possibility of its fulfillment. 

Then where does Russia come into the picture? 
It was in Russia that Communism first attained 
state power and the man who led that epoch-mak- 
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ing revolution was Lenin. Lenin learned his phi- 
losophy from Marx and Engels. What had been 
principally theory with them he translated into ac- 
tion, and in so doing he developed their teaching 
in the school of experience. As a result the fabric 
of Communist ideology is often known as Marx- 
Leninism. Ever since 1924 Stalin, Lenin’s succes- 
sor, led the way in the further application and 
extension of these principles. It is thus an accident 
of history that Communism and Russia have be- 
come identified. It had seemed far more likely that 
some other state might capitulate first, but it hap- 
pened to be Russia. Of course, in the years that 
have passed since 1917 Russian Communists have 
gained a great deal of experience, and so all states 
which have subsequently embraced Communism 
look upon Russia as their teacher and leader. As 
a result many people feel that Communism has be- 
come the tool of Russian imperialism. That may 
be true, but it is disastrous to underestimate the 
power of the tool. Individuals who espouse Com- 
munism are not doing so because they long to creep 
under the Russian wing. In many cases they are 
attracted primarily by basic Communist teaching 
and the applications made of it to the concrete 
problems of the world. 

In China Communists began to make their pres- 
ence felt in about 1920 and their growth to power 
was rapid. In 1927 their onward course was 
checked when there was a division in the revolu- 
tionary party and Chiang Kai-shek turned against 
them. They fought him for ten years, co-operated 
with him to some extent against the Japanese in- 
vaders, and then continued their former vigorous 
opposition as soon as the war was over. In 1948 
they won a complete victory in Manchuria and 
within eighteen months the whole of China was in 
their hands except for the island of Formosa and 
most of Tibet, to both of which they laid vigorous 
claim. Communism is thus triumphant in China 
today and she turns to Russia as the pioneer in the 
type of life and society which must now be built. 

After more than a hundred years of weakness. 
China is strong at last. No longer can western pow- 
ers organize their concessions on her territory and 
control her customs service. No longer can alien 
gun-boats sail up and down the Yangtze. For the 
present at least Communism has succeeded in iden- 
lifying its cause with national revival. From end 
to end of the land vigorous and ruthless reforms 
are being carried out. The agrarian revolution is 
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in full swing; in district after district the land is 
being redistributed among the peasants, while for- 
mer landowners are dispossessed. Thus the new sys- 
tem is striking deep roots into the life of China’s 
millions. New marriage laws have been promul- 
gated. Abuses hoary with age come crashing down. 
New ones of course arise, but in the enormous ex- 
citement of national reconstruction that makes little 
difference to the swelling tide. The appeal to the 
youth of the land is immense. Opposition is blot- 
ted out. 

What view does Communism take of Christian- 
ity? Engels described religion as “unspeakable 
baseness.” Christianity is to them the tool of im- 
perialism, which they regard somewhat as Chris- 
tians regard Satan himself. Religion is an economic 
disease, the opiate of the people, offering them a 
crown in the next life when what they need is half- 
a-crown in this life. It distracts them from the duty 
and possibility of transforming the world. And mis- 
sionaries, whatever motives they may profess, are 
spies, reactionaries, and saboteurs. 

There has only been one occasion since the time 
of Christ when Christianity has faced a challenge 
comparable to Communism. That was when Islam 
arose in the seventh century A.D. Islam had a new 
creed, easily grasped, and therein lay its main 
strength. That creed, however, was backed up by 
force and provided an outlet for Arabian world 
conquest. What we face in China today, however, 
is far more dangerous than Mohammedanism be- 
cause it is a scientific, modern, extraordinarily 
clever creed, an armed philosophy intent upon the 
conquest not only of the whole physical world but 
of the human mind as well. 

It is a matter for great regret that the book of 
Revelation is so little expounded among Christians 
on account of the lack of agreement in its inter- 
pretation. Nowhere else in Scripture is the position 








of the Lord’s people in China so vividly and accu- 
rately depicted as there. If you want to sense the 
atmosphere read the thirteenth chapter of Revela- 
tion and set down Chinese Christians in the midst 
of it. The first ten verses suggest the force which 
faces them; the remaining eight verses give an idea 
of the propaganda and efficiency which are asso- 
ciated with it. 

This combination of state-religion and _ state- 
power against believers is not without precedent in 


the story of the Christian Church. There is, of 


course, much that is new in the details of the situ- 
ation, for history is never mere repetition. But in 
essence, it was, for example, the position of the 
early church for nearly three centuries after the 
Resurrection, and of the Protestants in many Euro- 
pean countries at the time of the Reformation. 
Those two periods were the outstanding eras of 
martyrdom for God’s people. They were days of 
great blessing and terrible suffering, of tragic de- 
fection and marvelous devotion. 

Chinese Christians have a clear duty toward God, 
but they are also members of the People’s Republic 
of China. In this latter capacity they have a duty 
toward their country’s rulers, as is prescribed in 
the Scriptures. They are required to be “ready to 
every good work” and in that way, among others, 
to let their light shine before men. It is already 
apparent that this is taking place. In spite of the 
evacuation of missionaries . . . the land is by no 
means closed to the gospel. Men and women are 
continuing to find Jesus Christ as the answer to 
their deepest need, new churches are being estab- 
lished and existing ones purified, pastors are ad- 
justing their lives to present conditions and cour- 
ageously continuing their ministry, pioneers are 
hearing God’s call to preach Christ to Tibetans and 
other neglected racial minorities while some whole 
groups of believers are emigrating to under-evan- 
gelized parts of the land. Indeed, there are not a 
few indications that the gospel is taking root and 
spreading out in China today more remarkably and 
genuinely than in any previous period. Though the 
night is dark and the cold intense, there are lights 
in the valley and on the mountains there is promise 
of a splendid dawn. 

Let us then gladly recognize that recent events 
in China are not a defeat for God, nor a proof that 
He does not answer prayer. Although the tide has 
run so strongly against the gospel, the Lord is caus- 
ing everything to work together for the extension 





of His Kingdom. His ways are not our ways and 
He often utilizes strange instruments in the accom. 
plishment of His purposes. He delights to answer 
prayer, not just along the precise lines of our re. 
quests but “exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.” This is the only adequate explana. 
tion of what is happening. It is also our confidence 
as we continue to share by prayer in the ordeals 


and opportunities facing the Christian Church in 
China. For that Church there can be no evacua- 


tion, and we have the Lord’s promise that the most 
powerful and subtle adversaries “shall not prevail 


against it.” END 
Reprinted by permission of China Inland Mission, London. 
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streamed in. How thrilled I was to find the verse: 
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14). 

My roommate could not understand my “new 
life.” But less than three months later God an- 
swered prayer for her in a magnificent way, and she 
gave her life to Christ. (Today she is looking for- 
ward to the mission field.) By the end of the year 
nine of us were gathering each evening for “ten 
o'clock prayer meeting.” God has shown His power 
at Columbia Hospital through Nncr. 

How thankful I am for that group! I shall never 
forget the Bible studies, the fun we had together, 
the prayer circles when we closed each meeting. 

It was in those prayer circles that we each asked 
God to have His own way with us. And again and 
again that year God spoke to me about being a 
medical missionary on a foreign field. New Year's 
Eve, 1951, at the student missionary conference 
sponsored by 1vcF at Urbana, Illinois, I told God 
that with all my heart I wanted to go to the foreign 
mission field. I praise God for that conference. 

Blue and white uniforms, cramming for tests, 
rising at four a.M. to help welcome new-comers, 
even State Boards—yes, that’s all over now, for I’m 
an R.N. But, more than all this, I’m a Christian. 
God gave me the gift of eternal life in those years 
at Columbia Hospital, not just the R.N. At present 
I’m working in California; the Lord willing and 
this nurse obedient, I hope to go on to Bible school 
in the fall; then to God’s chosen field to work as 
a medical missionary. END 
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” Sota I CHRISTIANITY materialistic? Or is it idealistic? 
. I can answer you decisively: Christianity is neither 
f our re. materialistic nor idealistic, but is realistic. The 
I that we Christian believes that the material world is real, 
explana. that it exists objectively, and that it is not sub- 
onfidence jective illusion. The Christian also believes that 
e ordeals Spirit (God) is real and objectively exists. God 
hurch in is not merely an idea. 
, Matter and spirit are not in opposition to each 
the a other, but spirit appears through matter and the 
t prevail invisible is understood by the visible. “Through 
= faith we understand that the worlds were made by 
n, London. a a 


him. 

o Because of mind or spirit, matter has signifi- 
cance. A human being is significant because of the 
existence of spirit. This Christian belief is far re- 
hi f moved from some ancient philosophers who con- 
sa sidered matter inherently evil, and who therefore 


“6 wae reasoned that the goal of life is to escape the prac- 
: i tical and avoid matter. Monasticism and isolation- 
). ism are wrongly thought by many people to be the 


he verse: 


ny “new } f/ doctrine of Christianity. This is not true. On the 
: contrary, Christianity maintains that man ought to 
live a practical life in a material world, and through 
it will appear the glory and virtue of God. Jesus 
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taught that men should feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, help the sick and visit the imprisoned. To 
do these things to the least important person, Jesus 
said, would bring praise and reward when men are 
judged; not to do them to the poorest person would 
bring censure and punishment.? 

Because Christianity believes that spirit (God or 
soul or mind) is real and objectively exists, it main- 
tains that the goal of life is not merely to seek bet- 
ter food or better clothes or material pleasures. 
Even if the problems of clothing, food and liveli- 
hood are solved, we still have not reached the high- 
est goal in life. Men are immortal beings. They 
have material needs, but they also have spiritual 
needs. Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” This is the basic attitude of Chris- 
tianity toward the goal of life. 

Materialists maintain that this universe is merely 
a material world, matter having appeared first and 
mind afterward. They say that because the earth 
existed before life, this is an objective truth. Mind 
was deduced from matter and belongs to matter. It 
cannot exist separately from matter. When we ex- 
amine this view, at first it seems to have its reasons, 
and to be an unconquerable truth, but when we 





Spring-time came to China three years ago—the 
first since the People’s Republic had been estab- 
lished. University students were talking about the 
new thought examinations, were reading Mao Tse- 
Tung’s New Democracy, were learning the new 
communist dance (the Yangko). 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship groups in the 
universities were beginning to prepare for winter 
that spring. New grave questions had to be faced, 
new hard decisions reached. Dialectical material- 
ism or the Christian gospel? was the question con- 
fronting every Christian student and faculty mem- 
ber. At that critical juncture a modest book was 
published by the China rvcr’s editorial secretary, 
John Wu. Its title: Questions Concerning the 
Faith. Within six months editions totaling sixty 
thousand copies were printed (including 1,500 
for the Catholic mission), in addition to non- 
authorized printed and mimeographed editions. 

This spring of 1953 finds these questions pia- 
nissimo in American universities, rather than in 
the crescendo of China 1950 or the fortissimo of 
China 1953. But the questions are still relevant, 
the answers true. His presents several sections of 
the book. 

The splendid translation from the Chinese is by 
Moses Yi. 
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study it carefully we find that it involves more than 
appears on the surface. 


MECHANICAL AND DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM 

Mechanical materialism maintains that the causes 
of variations and development of matter can be 
found within matter itself. According to this view 
the two basic variations of matter in the universe 
are position and quantity. All variations in the uni- 
verse are basically differences of either position or 
quantity. If this be true, the change is only from 
the individual to the whole and from the whole to 
the individual. It is clear that mechanical material. 
ism cannot explain all the phenomena in nature 
adequately. Therefore, it has been rejected by the 
modern world and in its place has arisen dialectical 
materialism. Dialectical materialism added two 
main things to the mechanical variation of position 
and quantity: first, the dialectic method; and sec. 
ond, a new type of variation called the quantitative 
and qualitative variation exchange. This explana. 
tion is better than that of mechanical materialism, 
and is why materialism has now been widely ac- 
cepted. Regardless of whether mechanical mate. 
rialism or dialectic materialism is held, however, 
both consider the universe a variation of matter and 
both fail to give a clear answer as to what matter 
really is. 


WHAT IS MATTER? 

Scientists and philosophers must answer this 
question, especially the argument as to whether 
matter is really matter or mind. Philosophy says, 
‘Matter is an object of sensory data known through 
the senses; through the impressions matter becomes 
an objective reality and certainty.” This answer is 
too fancy, including everything but leaving things 
too obscure. According to this view, matter is ob- 
jective reality only when it is realized by our sen- 
sory feelings and consciousness. What is the so- 
called “objective reality”? What is a thing itself 
composed of? Philosophy doesn’t tell us. At this 
point science probably does a better job. 


THE ANSWER FROM SCIENCE 
Scientists have spent years studying the problem 


of matter, and might give us a better answer than 
do the philosophers. Scientists have split the atom 
and have discovered atomic force. This has shown 
the atom to be power and not just a tiny particle. 
Therefore, from the discoveries of modern science 
we can roughly say that force congeals together 
and produces atoms, atoms congeal into particles, 
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then elements and then common matter. According 
to this explanation matter is produced by force. 
Where does the force come from? Christianity tells 
us that force: originates in a personal God who 
possesses free will. God created all things by His 
omnipotent power (or force); thus all things are 
the product of the power of God.* The universe 
itself operates harmoniously and orderly by the 
power of God. God created various types and 
kinds of matter through His wisdom, and each has 
its own usefulness. They serve to manifest the 
power and wisdom of God fully. The designer of 
this wonderful world is a personal God, with a free 
will thinking His own thoughts, and possessing om- 
nipotent wisdom. All things were created by His 
will and great power. 


Therefore, matter and spirit are not contrary. 
Matter is produced by the power which comes from 
spirit. Any materialist is forced to admit that there 
were in the beginning no creatures on the earth. 
According to the materialistic view, before the crea- 
tures there were no living things in the universe, 
but matter automatically arranged itself as an ade- 
quate environment for creatures. Afterward (we 
do not know how it took place) creatures appeared 
in the earth suddenly and automatically. This is to 
say that the primitive creature in the universe was 
non-living matter (call it nebular hypothesis or any 
other term you like). Automatically the sun, the 
stars and the planets arranged themselves and pre- 
pared the conditions necessary and adequate for 
the appearance of creatures on the earth. Now we 
can see this arrangement, and the significance and 
purpose of the variations. (The purpose is to pre- 
pare an adequate environment for the appearance 
of living things.) We can see natural laws. “Sig- 
nificance,” “purpose,” “natural laws” are ideas pos- 
sessed only by the highest animal such as man; yet 
the materialists say that non-living things can op- 
erate under these principles. This cannot be under- 
stood and contradicts common sense. The answer 
of Christianity is: Matter is produced from power 
and power can produce all the variations. The 
phenomena in nature are produced by the wisdom 
and the will of God. We are told that there are two 
kinds of thoughts: reasonable and superstitious. 
For those who claim to seek truth, it is not difficult 
to judge which of the above is superstitious and 
which is reasonable. In this the two views are 
similar, 
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RIGHT AND WRONG? 

Though human society is full of corruption, dark- 
ness, unrighteousness, disorder, extortion and many 
other sins, it is still a fact that an idea of right 
and wrong exists in every heart. It has been said, 
“Every heart possesses the right and wrong” (Con- 
fucius), and “The eyes of the people are bright” 
(Communism). These express the same idea. Of 
course this is not to say that everybody can do the 
right and not do the wrong. But this is to say that 
when a man is doing the wrong or untrue, or un- 
righteous deed, his conscience operates and tells 
him he shouldn’t do this for it is not right. When 
a thief steals things from others, he is afraid some- 
one will see him. When a man has done something 
against his friend, he has no peace. Corruption and 
extortion are sinful actions. But we ask where these 
ideas of right and wrong which originate in the 
human heart and the sense of righteousness come 
from? If, as the materialist tells us, in the begin- 
ning only matter existed, and all matter is changing 
and developing according to certain laws, why do 
we not say that corruption and extortion are one 
of the laws of development? Or are extortion and 
righteousness both good and right? Why do we 
find the words right and wrong, just and unjust. 
good and evil, in our human dictionary? On what 
can we depend to determine the bad and the good? 

Materialists do tell us that morality varies with 
the classes. The moral standards of capitalists and 
the moral standards of non-property owners are 
different, they say. From one standpoint it may 
seem that the facts for this belief exist, but this is 
not to say that there is no absolute, objective moral 
standard in addition to the moral standards of the 
classes. If there is none, why do we need revolu- 
tion? Is the revolution progressive or retrogres- 
sive? Are we going to use wicked means to over- 
throw wickedness, or goodness to overthrow wick- 
edness? Is this good or bad? Is there any differ- 
ence between the moral standards of capitalists and 
the moral standards of the lower classes? If there 


THAT BEAM IN THINE EYE... . 


Those are the best Christians who are more care- 


ful to reform themselves than to censure others. 








is, is it because, comparatively, the lower classes 
are closer to the absolute, objective moral stand- 
ards? Who sets the moral standards? 

Christianity tells us that the idea of right and 
wrong is put into our hearts by God, who wrote the 
law in our hearts, so that our consciences bears wit- 
ness to the right and good, and our thoughts accuse 
or excuse us.° The holiness, goodness, love, justice 
and peace of God comprise our moral standard. 
Extortion, corruption, deception and cruelty are not 
merely sins in the present society [communist 
China]. The capitalist society, feudal society and 
serf society all recognize these same things as sins. 
Capitalist landowners and wicked people may over- 
rule their consciences, turn things around and say 
that these things are not sins. But the objective 
moral standard of right and wrong still exists. In 
spite of the fact that all sinful men try to under- 
mine the moral standard, it is not changed. That 
is why Christianity has remained the same in all 
ages. If you do not believe this, read the Bible and 
see how relevant the moral teaching is today.® 
A REFLECTION OF WHAT? 

Materialists hold that consciousness is the re- 
flection of existence, and say that if there is no 
existence there is no consciousness. But men have 
moral consciousness and the consciousness of right 
and wrong. Where then is this consciousness re- 
flected from? The materialist must assume that 
there is an objective existence of the truth of right 
and wrong. It is impossible for men to have the 
consciousness of right and wrong if no Governor 
or God exists who rewards the good and punishes 
the wicked. Christianity tells us that our God is 
the moral Governor and is a God who rewards the 
good and punishes the wicked. The law of right 
and wrong or the moral law is written in our hearts 
by God. Therefore those who do things according 
to the moral conscience possess peace and joy. As 
the proverb says, “The most happy thing is doing 
good.” If anyone does not do things according to 
the moral conscience, he has sorrow and distress. 
This is not to say that the human consciousness of 
right and wrong is the absolute moral standard, 
because the Bible says that if a man habitually sins, 
his consciousness of right and wrong loses its func- 
tion. Then it becomes an unsettled thing.’ Chris- 
tianity believes that the Word of God is the abso- 
lute standard of right and wrong and presents the 
highest principles (good) for human beings. Chris- 
tianity not only recognizes that men have the con- 
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sciousness of right and wrong, but it also tells y 
that this consciousness of right and wrong come 
from a God who is the Governor of right and wrong. 
good and evil. The weakness of our human con. 
sciousness of right and wrong causes us to need 
the Word of God as the ultimate standard. 
ABSOLUTE TRUTH? 

The materialists love to emphasize truth in a 
relative sense. They say that truth is not absolutely 
unchangeable, but in certain objective conditions 
only it can be considered as truth. When the ob. 
jective condition changes, truth also changes. We 
would like to ask, “Is there any truth which does 
not change under any conditions?” First of all, is 
the dialectic, materialist method an absolute truth’ 
Under what kind of condition is it not truth? What 
method can we use to judge the degree of trust 
worthiness? How do you explain mathematica 
truth? Two plus two equals four; is it also equal 
to non-four? Three times three equals nine; is i 
also equal to non-nine? We may suppose that two 
plus two equals four under an objective conditior 
and is non-four in another objective condition. | 
the truth of mathematics an absolute truth? | 
truth found in the statement that you have you 
reasons and I have my reasons, I have my truth 
and you have your truth? Or is there a true abso 
lute standard? If there is no absolute truth, i 
human beings have no standard, no principle to ac 
by, then were those who sought truth in histor 
seeking in vain? The scientific “theories” chang 
often, but the scientific “facts” never change. 

Mankind is thirsty for an “eternal truth.” Jesu 
said, “I am the truth.” 

Christianity is not opposed to changing matter 
but Christianity emphasizes that the basic elemen 
of truth is its unchangeability. Jesus Christ is th 
truth; Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, toda) 
and forever. The emphasis of Christianity is upor 
God’s love, holiness, righteousness, goodness, etc. 
which are virtues of God. If we sin against thes 
virtues there will be terrible results. This truth i 
true everywhere, is true to all generations, and ha! 
never changed. In this respect, the truth of Chris 
tianity is very close to the truth of mathematics 
The truths of mathematics can apply to variou 
complex problems at various times, but the truth it 
self never changes. In a similar manner, the truth o 
Christianity is adequate for all nations in all ages 
Sometimes because of the prejudices of human sins 
or lack of knowledge, or because some Christian 
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have made some mistakes, the truth of Christianity 
is denied; but when storm clouds are gone, the truth 
of Christianity still stands as true. This is why we 
call Christianity so great. The mechanical material- 
ists of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 
opposed the truth of Christianity. They tried to use 
their limited human knowledge to rule out men’s 
faith toward God. But today mechanical material- 
ism is out of date, while the truth of Christianity 
still stands like a rock. END 
1Hebrews 11:3 4 Hebrews 3:11 
’Matthew 25:31-46 5 Romans 2:15 
Isaiah 58:6-12 6 Amos 8:4-8 
I Corinthians 10:31 Isaiah 3:14, 15; 5:8, 21-23 
3Colossians 1:16 Micah 2:1-3 
Revelation 4:11 Mark 10:43-45 
Psalm 33:9 James 5:1-6 

7] Timothy 4:2 
{If you would be interested in purchasing a copy of the com- 
plete book Questions and Answers (if an English transla- 


tion is published) please send a postcard to His Book, 1444 
North Astor, Chicago 10. Ed.] 
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(Continued from page 3) 
every need (John 10:10; Matthew 12:28-30). 
Then we have His whole life before us, a life 
filled with human experience. He is always in con- 
trol of Himself, never frustrated, irked, or dis- 


illusioned, has full command of every situation, 
never flinches before the unfriendly but confounds 
them with His tact and logic. In every town that 
He visits He leaves people with new peace and 
something to live for. And He faces death, perhaps 
the most fearful of human experiences, with per- 
fect determination, confidence and calmness. He 
comes back from the unknown. Yes, He returns 
from the dead and affirms that those who will com- 
mit themselves to Him need not fear death. (Inci- 
dentally, His resurrection is the final proof of His 
claim that He is coexistent and equal with God. 
Only God has the keys to life and death.) So much 
for His personal experience with human troubles 
and fears which hinder us from living a complete 
and happy life. This, then, is basis number one 
for my faith in Christ — His personal experience 
and qualifications. 

Number two is the experience of others who have 
found complete happiness after committing them- 
selves to His care. (One commits himself to God’s 
care in much the same way that he commits him- 
self to a doctor’s care. He simply follows the di- 
rections by the one who has won his confidence. 
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God’s directions are in the Bible. When the believer 
said, “All right, God, I believe that You know what 
You are doing—I’ll take Your way now instead of 
dabbling in my homemade remedies,” his will, 
mind, and heart were opened so that God the Spirit 
could come in and take control. Christ promised 
that the Holy Spirit would dwell in the believer 
—John 14:16-20, 26. The yielding of the will to 
God that He might come in and take control consti- 
tutes one’s committal.) The important thing to keep 
in mind when getting recommendations from others 
is that only those who have personally committed 
themselves to God are reliable informers. In other 
words, does your informer refer to Christ only as 
some great teacher of morals who lived nineteen 
hundred years ago, or does he think of Him in the 
terms of .St. Paul: “Christ liveth in me”? I have 
talked at length to several who have invited the liv- 
ing Christ into their lives, and they have the best of 
recommendations. It is the experience of those 
who have found in Christ the prescription to a 
happy life that is the second foundation for my 
faith in Christ. 

The final foundation of my faith is based upon 
my own experience. Like other believers, I finally 
committed myself to God’s care. In effect I said, 
“All right, Doctor, I believe You know what my 
trouble is and how to correct it. I’m Your patient 
now — anything You say goes.” Only instead of. 
committing myself to the care of a doctor—a fellow 
human—for two or three months of stopping at his 
office regularly and observing his prescriptions 
daily, I committed myself for all time to Jesus 
Christ, my Creator, by letting Him come in to take 
complete control. His office is in the human heart. 
His prescriptions meet my every need, and I can 
apply them to my needs as fast as I read and com- 
prehend them in the Bible. When I ask for another 
prescription to be filled, He doesn’t give me a 
bottle of red pills, but He increases my self-control, 
or my feeble love for someone hard to get along 
with, or my conviction that all will work out for 
my profit (because He controls the circumstances 
of my environment and I am in His care). He has 
even freed me from the fear of death. Death — 
which once reminded me that some day I might 
have to explain why. I pampered my ego, why I 
failed to reach even my own standards let alone 
God’s, and why I so often slipped before tempta- 


tion—no longer means judgment, but it is the gate- 
(Continued on inside back cover, column 1) 
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IN THE DANISH CAPITAL of Copenhagen, on Easter 
inday, 1843, Regina Olsen, the woman of Soren 
paard’s love, nodded to him twice in church 
wensong; the great philosopher responded by 
ting to Berlin and writing two profound books. 
This sequence, agreed upon by students of Kier- 
sgaard, reveals both his genius and ‘his neurotic 
sitivity. 

This introspective thinker, whose works today 
f¢ arousing world-wide attention, was aware that 
@ was a genius and aware also of how much he 
fad to suffer for it. He once quoted in his Journal 
ith a measure of assent a Latin saying that “there 
existed great genius without some madness.” 
¢ was cognizant of his soul sickness but claimed 
‘comparative healthiness inasmuch as everyone 
was in the same condition though not realiz- 
“it. ' 
wey been, in his own words, a “crazy up- 
ni ” and to hear of it is but to sympathize 
th h the man. His precocity had robbed him of 
normal joys of childhood, depositing upon his 
shoulders the problems of the world before 
a situation which he strongly resented 
t, Deprived of normal motherly love, he searce- 
ntions his mother in his writings. His dic- 
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KIBRKEGAARD: VES / 0 -~~--— 


tatorial father ruled the home with an iron hand 
and raised Soren in a strict Lutheran orthodoxy — 
against which the youth was later to rebel. So 
domineering was the father that the boy developed 
a dread toward him which included the attraction 
of love as well as the revulsion of fear. Though he 
eventually broke from home, his father’s voice was 
always within, calling him back again. 

Further driving him inward to self-analysis and 
away from other people were his homely appear- 
ance and his weak, perhaps crippled, body. While 
these circumstances do not explain the man, they 
help us to understand him more fully. 

Despite his emotional deficiencies, the melan- 
choly Dane knew how to love and in Regina Olsen 
he found his true love. After winning her heart and 
making plans for marriage, he dropped a bomb- 
shell in the form of a sudden announcement that it 
was all off. The reasons for this action are not 
clear, but perhaps the responsibilities of guiding 
and fashioning the life of another loomed too large 
in his vivid imagination. 

His break with Regina occurred on October 11, 
1841, and on October 25 of that year he fled to 
Berlin, professedly to study philosophy. He re- 
turned to Copenhagen and wrote his first great 
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work, Either/Or, in eight months. Profoundly dis- 
turbed after seeing Regina nod to him in April, 
1843, as has been mentioned, he once again de- 
parted for Berlin in May and in the space of two 
months wrote two more books, Repetition and Fear 
and Trembling. These were cleverly disguised me- 
sages to Regina. They both relate his fearful strug- 
gle to give up any hope of earthly happiness after 
denying himself the bright future of marriage with 
the woman he loved. This struggle was rendered 
complex by his fervent hope that he might yet make 
Regina his wife. However, she became engaged 
to another; upon finding this out, Kierkegaard 
changed a part of Repetition. It is known that 
Regina read all of his books, but the terrible irony 
is that she read them aloud with her husband. This 
turn of events wrought in Kierkegaard what has 
been termed his “deepest religious conversion.” 
After this time his work is more profoundly re- 
ligious. 

With this in mind, it should be of particular in- 
terest to look at his argument in Fear and Trem- 
bling, for here he uses a Biblical story to illustrate 
his own experience and in so doing reveals the gen- 
eral lines of his thought structure. A leading stu- 
dent of Kierkegaard claims that nowhere is his 
genius more evident. Kierkegaard himself claimed 
that this work alone would be enough to give him, 
after his death, the name of an “immortal author.” 
With prophetic insight he went on to say, “Then it 
will be read; then too it will be translated into for- 
eign tongues.” 

Kierkegaard chose the story of God’s command 
for Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as the best 
illustration of the passionate inwardness which was 
his own experience. 


He divided a man’s life into three stages: First 
is the aesthetic stage which requires the least pas- 
sion, for the person is satisfied with the pleasure 
of sense preception. This makes for a life of deci- 
sionless immediacy which, for example, may sim- 
ply lead him from one night spot to the next. 


Next there is the ethical stage in which is recog- 
nized the “ought” within man which leaves him 
duty-bound to the ethical—but only on paper. The 
theoretical apprehension of the ethical life is em- 
phasized to the exclusion of its actually being lived. 
Kierkegaard illustrates this by the Levite who, be- 
fore he reached the one who had fallen among 
thieves, had perhaps been thinking of the beauty of 
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helping a sufferer in distress. This did not keep 
him, however, from riding past the afflicted one. 

When the humor of the situation dawns on the 
person, he can then be led to the religious stage 
where he feels a terrifying inward guilt and sees 
paradoxically that he can never live up to Christ’s 
standard of selfless love to God and men. Thus 
shattered, he follows God in absolute faith allow. 
ing no intermediary—such as community or tradi- 
tion—to come between. He resigns all that is finite 
and lives wholly unto God which involves him ina 
fearful “teleological suspension of the ethical,” ex. 
emplified in Abraham. This means that when God 
commands something opposed to the “ethical,” such 
as telling Abraham to slay his son, the “ethical” 
must be suspended in order to obey the purposes 
of God. This was the terrifying predicament of 
Abraham, who stands as Kierkegaard’s appointed 
representative. The author predicted that “people 
will almost shudder at the frightful pathos of the 
book.” He recounted that when he himself would 
catch sight of the enormous paradox which was the 
substance of Abraham’s life, he was repelled, anni- 
hilated, and even paralyzed though he strained 
every muscle to get a view of it. 

Faith, says Kierkegaard, is the highest passion 
ina man. Abraham had left the home of his fathers 
by faith. Again, by faith he believed that in his 
seed all the races of the world would be blessed de- 
spite Sarah’s old age. Yet once more he was to be 
tried, for God commanded him to sacrifice his son 
Isaac. Abraham loved both God and Isaac, but his 
relation to his son was ethical while that to God 
was absolute. He must sacrifice Isaac and still be- 
lieve that God is love. Abraham’s temptation would 
be to sink to the level of the ethical and do what 
men would approve and in some way preserve the 
life of his son. Perhaps he was tempted to take 
his own life as the best substitute he could offer, 
yet God had commanded that it was Isaac who was 
to be sacrificed. 

Kierkegaard reads into the Biblical account Abra- 
ham’s great passionate inwardness, stating that in 
his titanic decision time and eternity meet. Every 
part of the narrative is important, for the faith 
which transcends the calculations of worldly wis- 
dom and the illusions of immediacy affects life at 
every point. In the ensuing struggle, Abraham by 
faith was able to gain victory over that fear and 
trembling which such responsibility produces. He 
journeyed to Moriah in obedience, but there was 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 


Mr. Farrell was graduated from Wheaton College, and summa cum laude from Fuller 


Theological Seminary. He is at present studying at the University of Edinburgh in Scot- 
land. This is the first of two parts of a critical article on Kierkegaard, presented to show 


the strengths and weaknesses of existential philosophy and theology. 


yet one last element to the test. He turned to Isaac 
and “his glance was wild, his form was horror. 
He seized Isaac by the throat, threw him to the 
ground, and said, ‘Stupid boy, dost thou then sup- 
pose that I am thy father? I am an idolater. Dost 
thou suppose that this is God’s bidding? No, it is 
my desire.” Then Isaac trembled and cried out in 
his terror, ‘O God in heaven, have compassion upon 
me. God of Abraham have compassion upon me. 
If | have no father upon earth, be Thou my father! 
... But then said Abraham softly to himself, “Thus 
it must be for it is better after all that he believes 
| am a monster, that he curses me for being his 
father, rather than he should know it was God who 
imposed the temptation, for then he would lose his 
reason and perhaps curse God.’” [Of course, there 
isno indication in Scripture of such a twist.—Ed.] 

In this clever and subtle manner did Kierkegaard 
cast himself in the role of Abraham, and Regina as 
Isaac, though he did not expect or wish that his 
contemporaries would understand the symbolism. 
Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac stood for Kierke- 
gaard’s sacrifice of the dearest thing he had on 
earth. In order to set Regina free from her attach- 
ment to him, he felt under obligation to be cruel 
enough to make her believe he was only a scoundrel 
who had been trifling with her affections. Having 
symbolized this in Abraham’s violent treatment of 
Isaac, Kierkegaard further illustrates by means of 
the mother who blackens her breast but whose eyes 
rest just as lovingly upon the child who is thus 
weaned. She is better off than the one who must 
blacken his whole person in order to save another’s 
God-relationship. “He who has explained this rid- 
dle has explained my life.” 

Abraham stood in the paradoxical position of 
having to be a good father and faithless to God or 
a bad father and faithful to God. This paradox 
brought him to a passionate faith, and he chose 
God over the ethical. If it is impossible for a per- 
son to stand in an absolute relation to the absolute, 
then Abraham is but a murderer. Here Kierkegaard 
tests his defense. He chose to hurt Regina and 
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bring upon himself social condemnation rather than 
to prove faithless to God. 


KIERKEGAARD: NO 


One feels an initial caution in analyzing this work 
because it is founded on a personal protest against 
social condemnation and may be suspect as the 
reaction of a frustrated experience. Scripture im- 
plies that men object to having blame placed upon 
them even when it is just. Compounded with this 
self-vindication is an apparent remorse which would 
seem to indicaie hidden feelings of guilt. 


If, for a moment, we may be a trifle harsh with 
Kierkegaard, it appears a very pretentious thing 
for him to put himself in the place of Abraham and 
thus claim divine sanctions which enable him to 
rise above the “ethical” level in his acts. One may 
wonder whether he is not seeking, at God’s expense, 
to cover up his own fears and feelings of inferior- 
ity, which were presumably his reasons for drop- 
ping Regina. It is certainly a curious twist that he 
must defend the actions of an omnipotent and holy 
God by hiding them, as illustrated by Abraham’s 
assumed change of attitude in hurling Isaac to the 
ground. If Kierkegaard’s reasons for not marry- 
ing Regina were good ones, then they were ethical 
and there is no need to claim God’s interference at 
this point. 


This leads us to the false assumption upon which 
the book is based—that the will of God and the 
ethical are distinct entities—at times not in com- 
plete harmony. The Biblical position is that the 
ethical and right are only such because God has 
thus ordained them and that apart from His will 
they have no meaning—e.g. the ten commandments 
have no ethical priority or inherent righteousness 
apart from the will of God. In other words, it is. 
not to become our practice to follow His will by 
breaking His law. This involves us in the problem 
of the canon and whether or not the revelation in 
Christ was the last direct voice of God to man or 
whether perhaps Hitler may have been able justly 
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to claim divine sanctions for his disregard to God’s 
law. We are now brought into a crucial area of 
great weakness in Kierkegaard’s structure — the 
problem of a test for truth. 

This area centers about the Dane’s concept of 
faith, which is elaborated upon in his Concluding 
Unscientific Postscript. Note this significant state- 
ment: “With the understanding directly opposed 
to it, the inwardness of faith must lay hold of the 
paradox.” This subjectivistic idea of faith is fur- 
ther emphasized elsewhere in the book: “Without 
risk there is no faith. Faith is precisely the con- 
tradiction between the infinite passion of the in- 
dividual’s inwardness and the objective uncertainty. 
If I am capable of grasping God objectively I do 
not believe, but precisely because I cannot do this, 
I must believe. If I wish to preserve myself in faith 
I must constantly be intent upon holding fast the 
objective uncertainty, so as to remain out upon the 
deep, over seventy thousand fathoms of water, still 
preserving my faith.” With this emphasis upon 
“objective uncertainty,” it is obvious that Christian 
apologetics with its use of empirical confirmation 
and rationally coherent evidences is but a deterrent 
to true faith. It would appear even here that the 
little Dane is stalked by the specter of evidence for 
when he waits until he sees no evidence before he 
believes, then the very lack of evidence becomes his 
evidence for belief. 

His attempt at subjectivism is well summarized 
in a classic definition. “Christianity is spirit, spirit 
is inwardness, inwardness is subjectivity, subjec- 
tivity is essentially passion, and in its maximum an 
infinite, personal, passionate interest in one’s eter- 
nal happiness.” This meshes nicely with Runes’ 
definition of existential philosophy. “It is strictly 
non-metaphysical, anti-hypothetical, and contends 
to give only a simple description of existent psy- 
chological realities.” Practically, now, where are 
we led by this subjectivistic interpretation of faith 
and truth, which Kierkegaard equates? 

The answer is colorfully revealed in this contra- 
Biblical passage. “If one who lives in the midst of 
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Christendom goes up to the house of God, the house 
of the true God, with the true conception of God 
in his knowledge, and prays, but prays in a false 
spirit; and one who lives in an idolatrous commn. 
nity prays with the entire passion of the infinite, 
although his eyes rest upon the image of an idol: 
where is there most truth? The one prays in truth 
to God though he worships an idol; the other prays 
falsely to the true God, and hence worships in fact 
an idol.” 


While there is no attempt here to defend a dead 
“orthodoxy,” which is not an orthodoxy at all and 
which Kierkegaard continually attacked, we must 
raise a strong objection to his idea that an indi- 
vidual with the proper passion can have the truth 
even when the object of his knowledge is false. This 
gives plenty of room for one like Jean-Paul Sartre, 
the modern French existentialist and professing 
atheist, to reject the Trinity, the law of love, and 
all other Christian doctrine on the grounds that the 
denial of them could allow him to be more sub- 
jective and passionate than their acceptance. This 
is perfectly consistent with Kierkegaard’s basic 
framework though he would decry its logical out- 
come. In short, he has shipwrecked the uniqueness 
of Christianity. A Buddhist may have the truth by 
bowing passionately before his idol. The Moslem’s 
passionate pilgrimage from Mecca to Medina may 
be equated with Abraham’s journey of faith to 
Moriah. The reductio ad absurdum might well be 
the American who passionately embezzles funds 
that he may gain his chosen god—the dollar, thus 
expressing his need of his god in this highest act 
of worship. The fallacy should be apparent by now. 
The amount of passion with which a man flails his 
arms as he goes under for the sixth time will not 
prevent his drowning if he does not move them in 
the proper manner. A passionate outcry is no sub- 
stitute for the Australian crawl. 


The key to Kierkegaard’s structure is not Jesus 
Christ but rather it is inward passionate decision 
or EXISTANZ. TO BE CONCLUDED 





the Word, which is meant to point us away to God, may actually intervene and hide Him 


from us. The mind may be occupied and interested and delighted in what it finds, but 


if it does not lead us to wait on God, to glorify Him, to receive His grace and power for 


sweetening and sanctifying our lives, it becomes a hindrance instead of a help. 


ANDREW MURRAY 
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through the Bible in five years . a daily devotional guide for your Quiet Time 


MIDAY, MAY 1 


wxe 17:1-19 (1) What two truths does the 
lord emphasize concerning sin and respon- 
ibility for sin? (2) Do you practice the 
spect of forgiveness taught in vv. 3, 4? 
(3) What am I doing about the inade- 
quacy of my faith? Cp. Matt. 17:19-21. (4) 
Asa servant what do you have a right to 
expect and to give to Christ according to 
w, 710? Are you resigned in your heart 
this attitude? Perhaps your doublemind- 
edness is the reason for your dissatisfied 
heart. Cp. Matt. 6:22, 23; Jas. 1:8. (5) 
What two commendable qualities were 
found in all ten lepers? Why is thanks re- 
quired to bring glory to God? 


SATURDAY, MAY 2 


wke 17:20-37 (1) If you are impressed 
vith some large and thriving church that 
wems to have great political and religious 
power and have consequently concluded 
that this must be the kingdom of God, what 
light can you find here for this viewpoint 
(w. 20, 21)? (2) What is the significance 
ofv, 24? What assurance does it give? (3) 
What is wrong with eating, drinking and 
getting married, buying, selling and plant- 
ing? What is the great point made in wv. 
1,29? What is its application? (4) Read 
w. 31, 32 together. Obey v. 32 (Gen. 19). 
Why does v. 33 follow? (5) As eagles are 
instinctively drawn to prey, so those who 
lve Christ will be drawn to “where” He 
is (v, 34-37). 


SUNDAY, MAY 3 


WkE 18:1-8 (1) Before studying, pray and 
lake to your own heart v. 1. (2) What is 
the one lesson the story about this judge 
aches us about God? (3) Do you think 
it was easy for the woman to keep going 
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to the judge? Why? Would you have gone 
continually? If this judge, being evil, was 
worn down by continual asking, how much 
more will God who is the very opposite 
hear His own elect (Luke 11:13)! He de- 
lays because of His love (II Peter 3:9). 
Almost wistfully He longs to find faith (v. 
8). Do you reveal your faith by obeying 
w 1? 


MONDAY, MAY 4 


LUKE 18:9-17 (1) Is not pride a good thing? 
Why do you think God despises it? (2) 
What is meant by humbling yourself? Have 
you ever deliberately set out to do this? 
Until the prayer of the publican is the con- 
tinual prayer of our hearts, we will go on 
more or less saying our prayers because 
we dare not neglect them. If you feel like 
a hypocrite when you read or pray or sing 
in language higher than that of your own 
heart, sink deep into the prayer “God be 
merciful to me a sinner,” and you will be 
highly blessed by prayers that seem to be- 
long only to a heart better than your own. 


TUESDAY, MAY 5 

LUKE 18:18-30 (1) Why is it hard for the 
rich to enter the kingdom of God? Why is 
it hard for your friends who are rich in 
intellect and personality to believe? (2) 
If this man were willing to do so much for 
his eternal life, why not sell all? What 
would this mean for him? For those who 
have paid the price, Christ promised a type 
of prosperity (v. 30). Can you deliberately 
humble yourself to believe God’s way is 
right and trust Him to enrich your life in 
His own way? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 
LUKE 18:31-43 (1) What does the know- 


ledge of events in vv. 31, 32 reveal about 
the Lord Jesus? V. 34 indicates that faith 
in the death and resurrection of Christ 
must come from something more than 
words. Many know the message of the Cross 
but it is only factual information because 
of II Cor. 4:3, 4. As you give the message 
of Christ (II Cor. 4:5) are you expecting 
cop to shine in their hearts to give the 
knowledge of Christ (II Cor. 4:6)? (2) 
What expression did the faith of this man 
take? Are you showing faith in Christ by 
calling to Him to open your own eyes (Eph. 
1:17, 18) or the eyes of a friend? 


THURSDAY, MAY 7 

LUKE 19:1-10 (1) Find everything you can 
which reveals Zaccheus’ attitude toward the 
Lord Jesus. Why did Christ say salvation 
is come to him? (2) Do you expect sinners 
to be saved or do you really expect only 
religiously inclined people to be interested? 
Do you go into their houses (or dorm 
rooms) at their invitation or have you been 
so unresponsive they no longer ask you? 


Remember v. 10. 


FRIDAY, MAY 8 

LUKE 19:11-28 (1) How does the Lord 
make clear in this parable that He was not 
to set up His kingdom immediately? When 
He does set it up, what will it mean for 
His enemies? Who are His enemies (vv. 14, 
27)? (2) What will His coming mean to 
His servants? Have you thought that be- 
cause salvation is all of grace that it is 
optional as to whether or not you invest 
your life for God’s greatest dividends? 
What is the great lesson in this passage for 
you? 

SATURDAY, MAY 9 

LUKE 19:29-48 (1) Why did the Pharisees 
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want Christ to rebuke His disciples? What 
did they object to? What does His answer 
reveal as to the consciousness of His own 
Person? (2) What other things in the pas- 
sage reveal this? (3) What was the true 
attitude of His heart when He spoke (vv. 
42-45)? On what do you base your judg- 
ment? What diverse attitudes toward Him 
do you find here? When He is clearly made 
known in all truth this two-fold reaction 
is inevitable. Do you fear opposition or 
does His courageous Spirit grip you as it 
did Him? 

SUNDAY, MAY 10 

LUKE 20:1-18 (1) After reading this 
thoughtfully think through the motives re- 
vealed. Why did they refuse to answer 
Christ? According to His parable, why did 
they kill Him? (2) How was Christ faith- 
ful to the souls of His enemies, revealing 
that He truly loved them? (3) What would 
you have answered to the question of v. 2? 
MONDAY, MAY 11 

LUKE 20:19-26 (1) What three adjectives 
would you use to describe Christ’s enemies 
in this passage? Do you think there are 
people today who ask questions from the 
same motives? (2) Do you allow yourself 
to get into arguments and discussions about 
Christ with people who are not really sin- 
cere? Have you asked Him to help you 
discern when such discussion is truly 
worthwhile? He can (v. 23). Notice how 


wise He was. He is your wisdom (I Cor. 
1:25, 30). 


TUESDAY, MAY 12 
LUKE 20:27-47 (1) Observe how the Lord 
turns a question designed to mock the 


resurrection into an occasion for teaching 





EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage 


two definite truths concerning that state. 
Let me ask God for wisdom to give a vital 
answer even to absurd questions. (2) In 
Rev. 22:16 Christ is called “the root and 
offspring of David.” As Son of God He is 
David’s Lord, his Creator and cause of his 
being (his root): but as Son of Man he is 
David’s descendant (his offspring). What 
warning is given in v. 46? Why? Do you 
go to prayer meeting with the spirit of a 
scribe? 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 

LUKE 21:1-19 (1) The Lord Jesus takes 
note of the injustices done us (20:47) and 
sacrifices we make (21:4). Does the former 
excuse the absence of the latter? (2) Every 
time He teaches about His coming it seems 
He warns against wrong conceptions. Have 
you been expecting that progress toward 
peace would be an indication of His com- 
ing? What is taught here? (3) What pur- 
pose must the Christian never lose sight of 
in times of persecution (v. 13; Acts 1:8)? 
Memorize v. 15 and claim it by faith when- 
ever you are on defense for the gospel. 
Notice all the commands and all the prom- 


ises to you. 


THURSDAY, MAY 14 

LUKE 21:20-38 (1) The Lord Jesus repeat- 
edly foretold the destruction of Jerusalem 
which took place at the hands of the 
Romans in 70 A. D. Here He gives the rea- 
son. Study v. 22 in the light of Dan. 9:26 
with Luke 11:50; Luke 19:43, 44; 20:15- 
17. (2) Now, as at the time of the seige 
of Jerusalem, men are filled with fore- 
bodings. So that we will not be taken by 
surprise, what are the things we can clear- 


ly know and expect? What specific things 


3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or 
to forsake? 





carefully before attempting to answer 
the questions. 


After you have finished answering 
each day’s specific questions, review 
by answerin.> these important queries: 


1. Is there any example for me to 
seek to follow by God's help? 


2. Js there a command to be obeyed? 
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4. Is there a promise for me to 
claim; if so, what are its conditions? 


5. What does this passage teach me 
(by illustration or statement) about 
Jesus Christ, God, myself, His will for 
my life? 

6. Is there something in this pas- 
sage which should be my prayer for 
today? 





are we to do and attitudes are we cle; 
told to take? How seriously do you t 
this teaching? Seal it in your heart 
the hour of need. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15 

LUKE 22:1-20 (1) Even though Judas 
the traitor, observe the true source of 
evil design. Are you aware that Satan | 
uses this method? Cp. IT Cor. 11:13-15, 
The passover commemorated God's g; 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt ( 
12:12-14). Its celebration spoke of 
covenant between God and His peo 
Now a greater deliverance was about te 
accomplished, and a new covenant’ (te 
ment) established, so the passover f 
was fulfilled (v. 16) and superseded by 
Lord’s Supper. He gave thanks before 
broke the bread which symbolized His b 
At what great cost the new covenant! H 
you taken His body and eaten it? 
SATURDAY, MAY 16 

LUKE 22:21-38 (1) What words here « 
nitely show that the leadership am 
Christians is not to take its pattern f 
non-Christian customs? Describe a pi 
dent of your 1vcF chapter who would 
pleasing to Christ (vv. 26, 28, 32). 
How do vv. 28-30 show the absurdity 
striving for positions of honor? (3) W 
shows that the Lord knew more than Sir 
about a) the devil, 6) Simon himself 
the future d) how to prepare for tem 
tion? (4) The enemies that were tot 
His life would not treat the disciples 1 
kindness. How did He reassure them 
supplied strength? How did He mak 


clear that they were now to be on fl 
own resources? It appears He meant sp 
ual strength, and His words in v. 38 ¥ 
with sad irony a reply to absurd literal 
Cp. Matt. 25:56. 

SUNDAY, MAY 17 

LUKE 22:39-53 (1) Have you ever beer 
a place where you knew temptation 
coming but did not know how to pre] 
for it? What did the Lord do to prej 
for His own coming trial? What did 
teach (vv. 39-46)? (2) Have you lear 
to fight out temptation beforehand? 1 
deepest experience of Christ’s agony i 
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infinite value to us. See Heb. 5:7-9. Trust 
Him to help you obey Him in praying be- 
fore temptation. (3) What was the chief 
obstacle to the disciples’ praying? Is your 
dificulty similar? “Watch” or be on your 
guard at the point of temptation. (4) What 
shows that Christ voluntarily submitted to 
the powers of darkness? What did this 
accomplish for us (Heb. 2:14)? 

MONDAY, MAY 18 

wke 22:54-71 (1) The cup (v. 42) that 
He was to drink was our sin—the sins of 
Christians and of the whole world (I John 
2:2). In this passage find every sin which 
illustrates what He took upon His spotless 
soul, (2) What specific things do you think 
Peter could have done differently that would 
have eliminated v. 62? (3) When Christ 
spoke of the Son of Man at the right hand 
of God (v. 70) the Jewish Council knew 
He was claiming to be the Son of God from 
Daniel 7:13. That He died because He 
claimed to be God’s Son is crystal clear. 
TUESDAY, MAY 19 

WKE 23:1-12 (1) Though the. issue was 
clear that the Jewish Council wished to 
put Christ to death because He was the 
Son of God, what charge did they lay be- 
fore Pilate? They were disappointed that 
Christ had not set Himself up in opposition 
against Roman rule. Cp. Heb. 12:3. (2) 
Meditate on vv. 6-12. Consider it carefully 
from Pilate’s viewpoint. Try to identify 
yourself with the Lord Jesus in mind and 
heart. Worship Him. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 

WKE 23:13-31 (1) Prayerfully and thought- 
fully read through this passage until the 
force of it strikes you. (2) Consider I Pet. 
1:18, 19; II Cor. 5:21. See how the fault- 
lessness of Jesus Christ is repeatedly 
stressed in this passage. Why does God con- 
sider this so important? (3) How is John 
3:19 illustrated here? (4) What shows the 
perfect love of Jesus Christ here? Why do 
you consider this unusual? I John 4:11. 
Do you desire this great outreach of love? 
THURSDAY, MAY 21 

WKE 23:32-45 (1) Today prayerfully read 
the last three clauses of Isaiah 53:12 and 
note their fulfillment. “Said” in v. 34 is 
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literally, Jesus Christ “kept saying.” (2) 
“Forgive” is the same word as in 13:8 
meaning “let be,” “let alone.” So Christ 


prayed that God would hold back the judg- 
ment due those who dared to crucify the 
Son of God. God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself: and so judgment 
was withheld and an opportunity for re- 
pentance was granted (Acts 3:17-19). (3) 
Contrast the attitudes revealed by the re- 
quests of the two malefactors. What kinds 
of deliverance were they seeking? What 
kind am I? Do I come with an “if” or with 
“Lord”? 

FRIDAY, MAY 22 

LUKE 23:46-56 (1) Compare the literal his- 
toric fact of the rent veil of the temple in 
v. 45 with Heb. 10:19-22. What a glorious 
thing that the death of Christ opened for- 
ever the way into the Presence of God. 
Through His death is the only way. (2) 
What a refreshing passage! Only those 
whose hearts were tender are mentioned in 
these verses. What was the reaction of each? 
(3) Though this story leaves us helpless 
as to full understanding, spend some time 
in thanksgiving to the Lord for what He 
did. Amidst a world of unbelief there are 
those who love Him. Praise God. 
SATURDAY, MAY 23 

LUKE 24:1-12 (1) Who were the first to 
discover the fact that Christ was raised 
from the dead? What motivated them? Are 
you discovering daily the life of the Lord 
Jesus because you seek Him through acts of 
love? (2) Think carefully over the angel’s 
question in v. 5, “the living one (singular) 
among the dead ones (plural).” The fact 
that HE is alive among all those who have 
died—even all other religious leaders—is 
the basis of our salvation (I Cor. 15:14). 
(3) Note the only proof to which they 
appeal (vv. 6, 7). To deny the resurrection 
is to make Christ a liar. (4) What is the 
natural response to such a discovery (v. 
9)? Have you told anyone that because 
Christ is alive He: can do all for him that 
he needs? 

SUNDAY, MAY 24 

LUKE 24:13-35 (1) What do you think was 
the great lesson learned by these disciples? 


“This Morning With God” follows 
the study order of “Search the 
Scriptures,” 1vcr Bible study volume. 
“Search the Scriptures” (special 
price to His subscribers $2.25) and 
“The New Bible Handbook (special 
price $3) are helpful reference 
works and may be ordered from 
1vcF in Chicago or Toronto. State 
that you are a student or give His 
subscription number (found on ad- 
dress plate) when ordering. 


Those desiring to continue the 
former plan of study may secure a 
year’s subscription to the Senior 
Notes for 90¢ by writing to the 
North American office of the Scrip- 
ture Union, 30 St. Mary St., Toronto 
5, Ontario, Canada. 


Where do you think they would always 
turn for an ever enlarging understanding 
of Christ after this incident? (2) What 
motive for Bible study does this give you? 
Would He have to rebuke you the same 
way He did the disciples? Do you know 
what is written about Him? Then even 
when He comes to you in proffered fellow- 
ship you will have no comprehension of 
Him. Search the Scriptures with the prayer 
of Eph. 1:17-19 constantly in your heart. 

MONDAY, MAY 25 

LUKE 24:36-53 (1) From wv. 36-43 answer 
the often-given objection to the bodily Res- 
urrection: “It doesn’t matter if His body 
came forth, it was a spiritual Resurrec- 
tion.” Cp. I John 1:1, 2. (2) Notice what 
Christ said to his disciples in v. 48. If you 
are a disciple but are not bearing witness 
to these things, perhaps your resources are 
deficient. Do you have His words (v. 44)? 


. Have you expected Him to give the under- 


standing given to them in v. 45? (3) Have 
you clearly in mind the message of the 
Scriptures as summarized in v. 46, 47? Is 
that what you tell, or do you discuss a 
lesser point? Have you begun in your im- 
mediate situation (Jerusalem)? Are you 








asking the Lord about His will for you in 
terms of all nations (v. 47)? Are you 
waiting expectantly in God's presence in 
periods of prayer for power (v. 49)? Hav- 
ing been thus blessed (v. 50) are you a 
joyous, praising Christian (v. 52)? 
TUESDAY, MAY 26 

Exopus 21:1-11 (1) As you read wv. 1-11, 
recall the injustices which the Israelites 
had suffered at the hands of their slave 
masters in Egypt. Contrast the considera- 
tion with which God desires His people to 
deal with others. Does knowing God make 
a difference in my treatment of other 
people? (2) Read carefully the confession 
of the servant who wants to remain a bonds- 
man. Consider his motivation (v. 5). (3) 
Recall how bond-slave was one of Paul’s 
favorite appellations (Rom. 1:1). Is this 
Master-bondslave relationship descriptive of 
my attitude to Jesus Christ? Do I bear any 
“ear-marks” of membership in His house- 
hold? (4) These verses led Handley G. C. 
Moule to write: “My Master, lead me to 
thy door; Pierce this now willing ear once 
more ...” (Hymns, 142). Make this your 
prayer for today. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 

Exobus 21:12-36 (1) Read carefully wv. 12- 
17, listing the crimes for which the death 
penalty was commanded. What indication 
is there that God judges according to mo- 
tive in addition to overt action? Reflect 
upon the spirituality of God. (2) Note the 
regulations concerning family relationships 
in vv. 15-17. Why do you think speaking 
evil of parents is considered as blame- 
worthy as murder? Recall our Lord’s ref- 
erence to this law (Matt. 15:4). Evaluate 
your attitude toward your parents in the 
light of this standard. Have you considered 
them God’s earthly representatives? (3) 
Note the principle summarized in vv. 23-25. 
What was God endeavoring to teach His 
people about Himself, and about themselves 
(Matt. 5:38-40; Rom. 3:20)? Consider how 
it was necessary for God to make conces- 
sions because of hard hearts. (4) Have I 
reflected long enough upon the absolute 
holiness of God to be aware of the awful- 
ness of my sin? Now read Rom. 3:23. Does 


the law condemn me or is its requirement 
fulfilled in me? 

THURSDAY, MAY 28 

Exopus 22:1-19 (1) Today’s portion is an 
elaboration of the eighth commandment in 
terms which. the Hebrew could understand. 
Note how the negligent herdsman who al- 
lows his flock to wander is guilty of steal- 
ing, as well as the deliberate thief (vv. 1-5). 
Meditate upon the application of this 
principle to your life. Is there any incon- 
sistency which I am shrugging off as in- 
consequential? If so, I am regarding sin 
in my heart. (2) Note the fact that resti- 
tution was required in order to put right 
God 
more often requires apologies and confes- 
sions than sheep and oxen. (3) If you have 


a wrong (vv. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, etc.). 


been given new insight into your sin, praise 
God that His law is accomplishing its pur- 
pose in you, and look to the “Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). God’s call to live a life of victory 
is also His enabling. 

FRIDAY, MAY 29 

ExopuS 22:20-31 (1) As you recall the 
situation of the people of Israel at this time, 
realize the necessity for the warning of 
v. 20. What temptations would daily face 
them? (2) In reading wv. 21-27, note how 
closely the worship of God is related to the 
sympathetic freatment of others. Compare 
the teaching of Moses and James concern- 
ing the relation between faith and works. 
Is it possible to live close to God and yet 
be indifferent to the physical and spiritual 
needs of others? (3) How do these verses 
reveal a perfect balance between the mercy 
and wrath of God? Meditate upon these 
words: “I will surely hear their cry .. . I 
will hear for I am gracious.” Is my prayer 
life sustained by this quiet confidence in 
God? (4) What object lessons did God 
provide to remind Israel that He was to be 
absolutely first (vv. 29, 30)? (5) Consider 
the quality which was to characterize God’s 
people (v. 31). Am I convinced that God 
is more concerned with what I am, than 
with what I do (Rom. 8:29)? 

SATURDAY, MAY 30 

Exopus 23:1-19 (1) Jot down as many 





specific commands as you can find in 
1-13, putting each in your own words, 
each apply the following questions: W 
does this command teach about the cl 
acter of God and the needs of men? 
there a principle here which is applic 
to my life today? Take time to think ab 
each one. (2) As you study vv. 14-19, re 
the original commands given concer 
the Passover and the Feast of Unleave 
Bread (ch. 12). Account for the fact t 
the latter was to be kept three times in 
year. Has my bad memory robbed God 
thanks which is His due for spiritual 
liverances? (Deliverance is one of the | 
words in Exodus.) (3) Cortsider the me 
ing of leaven as it is used in Scripture 
the emblem of corruption. Using a con 
dance, make a word study, noting espec 
ly I Cor. 5:6-8 and Gal. 5:9. “Order 
footsteps in Thy Word; And let not inic 
ty have dominion over me.” 

SUNDAY, MAY 31 

Exopus 23:20-33 (1) In reading these ver 
consider the situation of the homel 
bewildered Israelites. What must the pri 
ises of God have meant to them at t 
time? Is God such a reality to you that | 
promises and commands determine y 
course of action, rather than physical | 
cumstances? (2) Pause to think about | 
conditional nature of God's promise. W 
response was required of the Israelites ( 
21, 22)? Read I Sam. 15:22. Have so 
of God’s promises failed to become r 
because obedience is lacking? The re 
zation of this promise was to be a grad 
(vv. 29, 30). After claiming 
promise of God, do I persist in trust 
God to fulfill His Word in me? (3) | 
flect upon the spiritual pitfalls await 
the Israelites as they entered Canaan ( 
24, 32, 33). Account for the necessity 
driving the pagan tribes out of the land 
the light of God’s purposes for His peor 
Read I John 5:21. Am I free from idolat 
Am I putting anything in the place whi 
God should occupy in my heart? 
“This Morning With God” studies in Lu 
prepared by Jane Hollingsworth; studies 
Exodus by Ruth Stewart. 


process 
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THE SEARCH 
(Continued from page 27) 

way of a glorious eternity with my God. The pre- 
scription for that one? It isn’t complicated. Christ 
in His death took the full consequences of my fail- 
ure to meet Divine standards. Now He has given 
to me the eternal life He earned on this earth by 
His perfect fulfillment of the Divine standard (1 
Peter 3:18). Thus the third basis for my faith in 
God (Christ) becomes the final and convincing one. 
Through my personal experience I know that He 
can solve every problem which would prevent me 
from living a complete and happy life. 


Here, ther, is sensible faith. It states that God 
(Christ), to whose care I have committed my- 
self, enables me to live a complete and happy 
life. It is sensible in that it is based on (1) the 
personal experience and qualifications of Christ in 
living and giving others a happy life, (2) the ex- 
perience of others who have found the key to a 
happy life in Him, and (3) my own experience that 
He is able to make my life complete and happy. 
This to me is sensible faith. It works, too. 


Note: The individual who is interested in giving 
this matter of sensible faith serious consideration 
will readily see that in his search this article will 
come under basis number two—the personal experi- 
ence of others. It is merely the recommendation of 
one who has had a personal experience with God 
(Christ) ; in order that the searcher might not be 
misled, it is essential that he should also examine 
basis number one—the claims of Christ in the Bible. 
And finally, the searcher reaches basis number three 
and takes Christ at His word, experimenting for 
himself to see if Christ at the controls can produce 
what He claims. This makes the search complete 
and sensible. END 


‘Almost all our information on Jesus Christ is from the 
Christian Bible. The question of whether this information 
is reliable or if it is just a fraud brings up the whole field 
of Christian Apologetics. Since I have neither the time nor 
ability to handle this topic, I suggest that those who ques- 
tion the integrity and reliability of the Bible examine some 
or all of these books: Historical accuracy—Are the New 
Testament Documents Reliable? by F. F. Bruce, Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship, Chicago; Modern Discovery and 
the Bible, by A. Rendle Short, Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, Chicago; Bearing of Recent Discovery on the New 
Testament, by Sir William Ramsay. Resurrection evidence 
—Who Moved the Stone? by F. Morrison; The Resurrection 
of Jesus by James Orr. 


EDITORIAL 

(Continued from inside front cover) 
cast down [the disobedient]. According to the man 
of God it was as simple as that. 


But it couldn’t really be that simple, for a quar- 
ter-million dollars were involved. Who can blame 
Amaziah for asking, “What about my investment? 
Say that I do obey God: what happens to all that 
money I’ve paid out?” 

Obedience costs. The price would some day be 
too high for another rich young ruler. Nor should 
Amaziah send 250 thousand dollars to Israel for no 
services rendered without first counting the cost. 


But disobedience costs more. Disobedience cost 
Moses the promised land, Saul the kingdom, Eli 
his sons. 


The man of God answered, “The Lord is able to 
give thee much more than this.” 


So King Amaziah obeyed, and “did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord.” And he lost 
the quarter-million. 


But God is no man’s debtor. That day Amaziah 
won the battle against the Edomites. Years later 
his grandson was repaid the 250 thousand dollars, 
three times over, and with interest.2, Thus God re- 
wards the children for their fathers’ obedience. 


That was a morning of victory. Even news that 
the departing Israelites had ransacked the border 
towns of Judah on their way home could not re- 
move the edge of that victory. (Who wants to be 
told, even if he’s paid off, that to have him as an 
ally would be spiritually compromising? ) 


But defeat crept in before evening. Strange, isn’t 
it, that after defeating the Edomites, Amaziah 
should take their idols and worship them. The 
‘‘stand” King Amaziah had taken in obedience to 
God, at great cost, could not prevent him from fall- 
ing later in the day. Success itself seems to contain 
the seeds of failure. 


A “stand,” the obedience of men and groups of 
men in the morning, may easily become a veneer to 
cover disobedience in the evening. 


Why did Amaziah fail? Why does every Ama- 
ziah fail? “He did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord,” comments God’s Word, “but not 


with a perfect heart.” END 
1]I Chronicles 25:1-16 
21I Chronicles 27:5 
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“$.0.S."" was slogan of McGill (Montreal) Mission, fea- 
turing Dr. W. Robert Smith. Above are Graham Tucker, 
Bob Paulette (IVCF President), Dr. Smith and Stuart 
Martin. 

e@ At McGill University, one of the most British 
schools in North America, the IVCF chapter held an all- 
university mission in February. Chief missioner was Dr. 
W. Robert Smith, professor of philosophy at Bethel Col- 
lege, assisted by Dr. R. K. Harrison (U.W.O. Hebrew 
scholar) and Dr. C. P. Martin (Chairman Anatomy de- 
partment, McGill Medical). Lectures by Dr. Smith each 
afternoon for a week were held at 5 P.M. in Moyse 
Hall. Supplementary question periods and lectures for 
medics, engineers, etc., were held in professional schools 
and the Student Union. Follow-up was immediate, with 
a@ week-end conference in Montreal at which Mr. C. 
Stacey Woods spoke. 

e Formation of the English-speaking “Inter. 
Varsity Christian Union of Paris” has just been 
announced. A small nucleus of British and Ameri- 
can students, formerly active in IvF and IVCF, is 
attempting to provide needed spiritual help to the 
3000 English-speaking students in Paris. Initial 
activity was a series of fellowship meetings at 7:30 
P.M. on Sunday, including a study of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. American students planning to 
study in Paris are invited to write to Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Horton, 15 Rue des Orchidees, Paris 13, 
France, for further information about the group. 

e@ The Alumni Christian Fellowship of the Metropoli- 
tan New York Area announced that the fifth annual 
banquet to honor recent graduates will be held on Fri- 













day, June 19, 1953. This will provide an opportunity 
become acquainted with other Inter-Varsity alumni 
the activities of the ACF. For more information, 
to the president of the group, Miss Lydia M. Cali 
418—76th Street, North Bergen, New Jersey, 
June 8. j 

e His has been informed of several openings 
for students (men) to do evangelistic and pastor 
work in Labrador this summer; for graduates to 
teach English in one or more schools in a Middle 
astern country next year; and for men and women 
to teach school in Alaska. Address inquiries, stating 
qualifications, to His Openings, 1444 North Astor 
Chicago 10, Illinois. 

e@ ‘Who's Lost?’’ (Merrell P. Callaway, Trans-Jor- 
dan), “‘Who Should Go?"’ (Elden C. Whipple, China), 
and ‘‘Why Not You?” (R. Kenneth Strachan, Latin Amer- 
ica) were the subjects and speakers at New York City's 
inter-Varsity Missions Conferette one Saturday recently. 
About 75 students attended. The annual Detroit IVCF 
week-end missionary conference was held in February, 
attended by 125 students, including some from Ohio. 
From about 35 Middle Atlantic colleges and universities, 
150 students came to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, for the 
missionary week-end with 75 missionaries in March, 

e Michigan State’s Spartan Christian Fellow 
ship currently orders 10 copies of His each month 
which are used by members for dormitory distri 
bution. U. of Kansas Hospital NcF gives each out” 
side speaker a subscription to His. 

e@ Sweaters, heavy clothing, and wool socks are 
often discarded by students in the spring. Clothing of 
any type is needed in relief areas abroad. Read Mrs. 
Bormann’s article ‘‘Communism in the Apostolic Church,” 
then your chapter may decide to undertake an end-of- 
the-year clothing drive. Two agencies sending clothing 
abroad are National Association of Evangelicals, 536 
West 46th Street, New York 19, and American C 
of Christian Churches, 15 Park Row, New York. Prepay 
shipments to these addresses. 

e Registrations for summer conference and 
camps are coming in. Consult your April His and 
register now. Winners of the His contest will be 
announced next month. END” 
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